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the Bill beeause I consider it will be a great
mistake, and [ hope it will never reach the
statute-book.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Macfarlane, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read
4 first time

House adjourned at 1043 p.m,

Tegislative Hgsembly,
Tuesday, 17th November, 1923,

Questions; Coal Mining, Epglish Capital ... 1827

Perth Hospital, nurses' Dhours ., 1627
Select Committee, Hills of Sale Act Amendment BI]I.

extenslon of bime ... s . 1927

Bills: Vermin Act Amendment, 3B, 1927

Buah Fireas Act A-eudmen& Repart ... 1927

Annuol Estiinates, Yotes and Items discuased 1927

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.an.; and read prayers.

QUESTION—COAL MINING, ENGLISH
CAPITAL.

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked the Premier:
Have the Government any knowledge of an
English company withk a working capital of
approximately £100,000 who are prepared to
open up a new coal field in Western Aus-
tralia, provided the Government will assure
to them 25 per eent. of the Government coal
consumption¥

The PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION—PERTH HOSPITAL,
NURSES’ HOURS.

Mz, PANTON asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Is he aware that redoetion in the -

hours of nurses in the Perth Hospital is
being delayved throngh want of extra accom-
modation? 2, Do the department intend to
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proceed with the extension of the building?
3, 1f so, when will the work be started?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2 and 3, The commencement of this
work depends wpon money being available,
and is being considered in the framing of
the Loan Estimates.

SELECT COMMITTEE—BILLS OF SALE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Extension of time.

Un motion by Mr. Davy, the time for
bringing up the committee’s report was ex-
tended to 1st December.

/ BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT,

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 13256-26.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 5th November; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hon. J.
A, Drew, Minister); Hon. 8. W. Munsie
{Honorary Minister) in charge of the Votes,

Vote—Chief Secretary, £16,282:

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Minis-
ter—IHannans) [4.37]: The Chief Secre-
tary’s Department, as the home department,
is responsile for the conduet of what might
be termed {he domestic affairs of the State.
I may be pardoned for drawing attention to
the varied and important character of its
component parts. There is no other depart-
ment in the State that has as many branch
departnients.  There are the branch depart-
ments atfending to the welfare of aborigines
in the southern portion of the State, to fish-
eries and game, to registration of births,
marriages and deaths, under which also come
the registration of friendly societies and stat-
istical and actnarial work; to prisons and
prisoners, to harbour and lights, a sub-de-
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pariment controiling the various porls and
jetties exce.t those coming under the ad-
ministration of the Railway Depurtment; to
the care and trealment of the insane, to State
children and ontdoor relief, and to the State
Labour Bureau. A perusal of this list of
departmental funciions snggests that the de-
partment is the one big spending orgamsa-
tion of the Government, rather than x rev-
enune-producing one. Several of the branch
departments eall for heavy expenditure with-
out gi.ing any compensating relurn by way
of income. 1t is not my intention to go into
the detzils of revenue and expenditure.

Mr. Sampson: Some of the prisoners
might be given a little more work.

Haon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I know the hon.
member believes in that. For some time the
establishment of a prison farm has been
under consideration. 1t was being consid-
ered when the hon. member occupied the
office of Colonial Secretary.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli: And when the
Labour PParty were in power, hefore that.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: Yes, it has been
under consideration for quite a long time. A
property down near Waroona was under
offer for the purpose, and I believe the de-
partmental heads reported fairly favourably
on its purchase. However, at that time the
finances of the State wouald not permit of the
purchase. Still, the matter has not been alto-
gether droppel and if and when the linances
will permit of the scheme being earried out,
1 believe it is the intention of the Chief Sec-
retary to support the establishment of a
prison farm. I quite agree that in many
cases prisoners could be put to useful work,
not only in the interests of the State, but in
their own interests also.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you could get
them away from scttlement, probably they
could have more freedom.

Hon. S§. W. MUNSIE: Had we been able
to purchesze that eztate in the Waroona dis-
trict the prisoners on the proposed farm
would have been well away from present
settlement. It will be noticed that on the
Fistimates there is an increase of £7.300 as
compared with last year's expenditure. The
department prin-ipally responsible for this
is Lonsey and Inebriates and Dairy Farm,
which it is estimated will cost £3 000 more
than I+st vear. Then the State Children Pe-
partment asks for £2,500 more than last
vear, while half-a-dozen other branch depart-
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ments are secountable for the balance. In ;
department such as that of Chief Secretary
where day in and day out the work of look
ing afrer the helpless, the sick and the pool
goes on, the.e is very little of interest an
very few chan_es of im; o.tance to refer to
nor do ! know that 1 can mentivn am
improved {facilities that bave not bear
already repor.ed to the House. A new
mental home for soldiers is now it
course of erection at West Subiaco at the
joint eost ot Commonwealth and State. 1t is
estimated that the cost will be £45,000 and ij
is hoped the building will be finished by aboul
May next. It will accommodate 70 cases, and
the institutional basis will be depaited frow
as Yar as practicable. The cost to the State
is reduced considerably from what il was ex-
peeted would have to be spent. I believe thai
under the present agreement the State is wet-
ting a better deal than it was getting uniler
the original agreement with the Common-
wealth.

Hon. Sir James Miteheli: Bach pay halt,
T suppose?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, in respeet ot
the buildings. There are scveral amendments
in the present agreement which are a big ad-
vantage to the State. Still, I am not satisfied.
When this proposal was brought forward
seeing that the institution is being built for
returned soldiers, the Commonwea'th should
have borne the whole of the cost. It was not
fair that the State should bhear any of i,
but we have the best agreement we could get
from them, and the work is now proceeding.
It is also proposed to open a juvenile section
of the Claremont Hospital for the Insanc.
The buildings were finished recently but
funds were net available for furnishing, The
children will be housed separately and have
their own playground. The removal of the
children will to some exient ralieve the over-
crowding in the female seetion of the hos-
pital. Anocther male block is being opensd
also, and this will reduce the overerowding.
Provision is made for another assisiant medi-
~al officer, and a part-time dentist. Last year,
owing to the financial stringeney the position
of dentist at the Asvlum was abofished. [
am pleased to be able to say that arrange-
ments are now heing made for the employ-
ment of a part-time dentist. There is not
enough work for a full-time man, Tt is au-
ticipated that a part-time dentist will be
able to do all the dental work required there.

Hon. G. Tavler: Ts all the dental work
dene there as woll as extractions?
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Hon, 8. W, MUNSLIE: Yes. At the dairy
farin in conrection with the Asylum, pro-
vision is made for the acquisition of 15 pure-
bred milking shorthorn cows at a cost of
£25. This will enable the department to
cease purchasing milk from outside, and the
prugeny of the cows will be useful in provid-
ing stock for the South-West settlements. An-
other reason for the inerease is that the work-
ing bours of nurses and domestic servants
have been reduced from 52 to 48 per week.
The Government have decided to suspend (he
close season for opossums for five weeks. This
hay been procluumed as from the 1st Novem-
ber. The estimaled revenue from this source
is about £4,000. The Fisheries Department
has underlaken the [ish aeelimatisation work
formerly attended to by the Aeclimatisation
Society. The Beadon Jetty is now in full
working order, and under the control of the
Harbour and Lights Department. The activi-
ties of the Labonr Bureau continue to in-
erease over the past years, to the advantage
of the workers, the employers, and the State.
I have in my possession details of these
Estimates, and am ready to give to members
any information they wmay desire. I have
pleasure in submitting the Estimates of the
Chief Seecretary.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [450]: The de-
tails of these particular estimates are always
of rreat interest, and none the less so on this
oceasion. It is a very important department,
inasmuch as confrolled by it are all these
matters of domestic concern or of sociologi-
cal importance. In common with the Hon-
orary Minisier I regret that no advance has
heen made with regard to the utilisation of
prison labour, It is recognised the world
over that if prisoners are to be reformed
they must be employed. The idle, or parti-
ally idle, prisoner is certainly not being put
in the way of being reformed. When a man,
through some misdemeanonr or crime first
finds himself in the Fremantle Gaol he may
have no great disinclination for work, but
after a peried of incarceration, with the very
limited opportunities that offer for work, it
is inevitable that dislike for work should he
encendered in him. That man thus heeomes
a greater menace on his release from prison
than he was be“ore he went in. 1 know that
small payments are made to prisoners in cer-
tain circumstanees, hut the main ditfieulty
in our prison at Fremanile has been thal
there is insuffeient work for those who are
he!d there. This is not the case in certain
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vther States. 1 had the opportunity of visib-
ing the prinvipal prison in Queensiand. The
superiniendent there informed me thai his
difliculty was not how to keep prisoners em-
ployed, but how to get fhrough the work it
was possible to give them. It is a pity the
sawme position does not appertain here. I
have always viewed this matter, and 1 know
other members have done so, from a non-
party standpoint. It is in the interests of
the Siate zenerally and of the prisoners in
particutar, that they should be given every
opportnuity to reform. 1f, in the course of
the reformation the evil of idleness is set
up, there can be no great hope from the ve-
formative standpoint. 1t has often been sug-
gested that the aequisition ot a farin for the
utilisation of prisun labour should be taken
in hand. XNo real progress, however, has been
made. There are other opporfunities where-
by it would be possible for prisoners to
oceupy their time profitably, thereby lessen-
ing their charge upon the State, and redue-
ing the ineubus they are to those that are
free. In Wew Zealand and New South Wales
a good deal of work is done through affore-
station. In New Zealand the prisoners ao
a great deal of road making work. When
one realises the enormous difficulties that
face the wide-flung areas of Western Aus-
fralia in this respeet, we might very properly
take advantage of the labour that iz held
in comparative idleness in Fremantle, and
utilise it in the way suggested. The people
generally would like to see that dome. It
would be better to utilise the services of the
prisoners in some way such as this, rather
than continue as we are doing at present.
I do not like the idea of the treadmill method
of employment that was in vogue ruany years
ago. The prisoners also used to pick okum.
In most prisons that work is not now
done. [ do not say that okum pick-
ing is not hetter than idleness, for idle-
ness ts very trying, and dangerous. 1t wonld
he possible at a low eost to clear a guantity
of virgin land. The prisoners could be set
to. work on such a block, and render it suit-
able for cultivation. Possibly the Minister
will take this suggestion into consideration.
Tn other e¢ouniries where work such as T
have suggested, clearing land, quarry-
ing. farming, ete., is done by prisoners the
honour systemn is in vogue. Tt apears to be
a strange method by which prisoners are con-
trolled, but wherever it has been used it has
proved satisfactory. It is rare for a pri-
soner who has given his word to do a certain
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thing and placed on parole or on bis honour,
to fail to earry out the task. The same re-
sult would I am sure follow here. 1n respect
to the State Children’s Departinent, wonder-
ful work is being carried out. A large num-
ber of women are discharging the duties of
toster mothers., I believe there are between
300 and 400 such women in the State, or
there were in my time. These women are
doing excellent work., It is wonderful how
earnest and sincere they become. It is a
common belief that unless children are
brought up by their parents they ean never
be properly eared for, but the service ren-
dered to the orphans that are in the eare of
these foster mothers gives a full reply to
that belief. The work of the seeretary of
the department, Mr. Watson, and that of
Messrs. Meachem and Crew, and others, in
respeet of the adoption of children, is ex-
cellent.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Do not forget Miss
Smith, who does a large proportion of the
work,

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes. 1 fully acknow-
ledge the work of the women connected with
the department. They are very sympathetic
and practical and thoroughly sincere. 1 be-
lieve about 500 children are under adoption
here. When one reealis the faets recorded in
hislory, one realises that it does not do to
neglect the children. Many pood men and
women have been developed notwithstanding
that their birth has been what may be re-
garded as obscure. Many of the elildren
under the care of foster mothers have lost
their. parents through accident or sickness.
While they have had to face a heavy handi-
cap through the loss of one or both of their
parents, they have commenced life under the
brightest of conditions so far as parentage is
coneerned. The arrangement that has heen
completed between the Federal and State
Governments regarding the Hospital for the
Insane is reasonably satisfactory, but no
provision has been made for Imperial sol-
diers. The defence of the Commonwealth is
the function of the Commonwealth. The cir-
cumstances that arose out of the affermath
of the war in respect to the mental dis-
abilities of those who are in Claremont and
elscwhere, should, I think, be acknowledged
and met by the Commonwealth Government.
I reeall the fact that in the early days of
consideration to the housing and special care
of soldier mental patients I urged that that
consideration should not be limited {o men
who enlisted in Australia, but that it shouid
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be extended to lmperial men in Australia who
were suffering from mental trouble as the
result of the war, and that ihey should be
looked after in the same building and under
the same agreement. At the Hospital for
Insane there is a State farm where good
work is done with & dairy herd. An addi-
tional area of land, however, is necessary.
Consideration was given to extending the
existing area by 30 to 50 acres, in which
there is a swamp and permanent water.
Unfortunately the recommendation was
not finalised.  While the ground in
view is not of great value from the
aspect of fertility, it does afford added
accommodation for the cattle, and the in-
elusion of the swamp would improve the
farm greatly. I hope, accordingly, that this
ground will be added to the area of the farm,
The Honorary Minister referred to the fact
that the State Labour Burean is doing good
service. While T recognise that that is so,
I regret that these Estimates did not afford
the Honorary Minister scope for drawing
comparisons between the work of the State
Labour Burean and that of privte employ-
ment agencies.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There is nothing on
the Estimates in that regard.

Mr. SAMPSON: Unfortunately that is
s0. Nevertheless T venture to say that the
services rendered by the State Laboor
Bureau will he none the less efficient if pri-
vate labour bureauns continue. The Chief
Secretary’s Deparlment generally is one
calling for a good deal of expenditure. Its
ramifications are snch as to render difficult
the bringing about of improvements. How-
ever, as regards prisons and one or two other
matters to which T have referred, there is,
in my opinion, opportunity for improve-
ment.

ME. THOMSON (I{atanning) [55]: Tun
view of the splendid success achieved by pri-
vate trawlers in New South Wales, it would
be advisable for our Fisherles Department
to bring up to date the reports they have
available on the subject of trawling, so that
copies of those reports may he sent to the
0ld Country for use in proper channels.
When T was at Home I got in touch with
certain people on this subject, but upon my
return to Western Australia T did not re-
ceive as much support as I would have
liked.  There is nndoubtedly an execelient
opportunity for establishing the trawling
industry here. The grounds have heen sor-
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veyed, and we should embark or the indus-
try. As regards migration, we are directing
vur efforts principally toward land settle-
ment. There is, however, in the north of
Scotland a fine type of people who make
their living by trawling, following praeti-
cally no other oceupation; and I commend
to the earnest consideration of the Govern-
ment the posszibility of encouraging such
people to come out here and establish them-
selves in the fishing industry. To-day that
industry is, unfortunately, entirely in the
hands of people known as “dagoes.” It
includes very few British people, and we
might direct our attention to bringing out
here, with an eye to the establishment of the
trawling industry, an excellent elass of
people who during the war played an 1m-
portant part in helping to keep the seas
clear of mines and other dangers. If—
which God forbid'—we should at some
future time find ourselves forced into an-
other war, we could depend on these Scot-
tish fishermen in case of emergency. It
would be much hetter to assist those people
to come out here and establish themselves
in the fishing industry than to leave that
indunstry entirely to foreigners.

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps they
might be engaged in your part of the State,
where all the foreigners find employment.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know to what
the Minister's interjection refers, as in my
distriet there is no fishing, it being purely
an agricnltural distriet.

‘Mr. Steeman: T snppose the Minister is
thinking of land sharks!

Mr. THOMSON : The Honorary Minister
mentioned that the department had done
good work in the way of acclimafisation.
That execellent activity was first promoted by
a commitiee under the direction of the pre-
sent Senator Kingsmill, who travelled the
eountry at his own expense. For the exist-
ence of many fish in our rivers we have to
tender our thanks to that gentleman. I am
glad that the good work is being continued.
I myself had hoped to form a trawling com-
pany and bring out Scottish fishermen here;
however, as 1 have said, 1 did net receive
the support I thought I wonld have got. 1T
commend to the Honorary Minister’s notice
the good service rendered by the Chief In-
spector of Fisheries. On my retnrn I re-
ceived from that official every assistance and
enconragement.  Certainly it was not his
fanlt that my efforts to establish a loeal
trawling company ended in failure.  The
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Honorary Minister, referring to another ac-
tivity of the department, stated that the
pertod for trapping opossums was being ex-
tended and that a revenue of £4,000 was ex-
pected. In many of the country districts
great dissatistaction exists owing to the faet
that the Governmeni protect kangaroos.
Numerous requests have been made to the
department for the removal of the protec-
tion, especially in the farming districts,
Deputations have adduced instances where
kangaroos have done immense harm, at times
making a clean sweep. The department’s
reply has been, “Very well, if you can prove
that, we will give you the right to shoot as
roany kangaroos as you like.” The farmer,
however, is not in a position to devote all
his time to safeguarding his property from
the kangaroos. In my district the general
opinion is that much good would result if
the Government would for a period relax
the protection of kangaroes and s¢ afford an
opportunity for thinning them out by the
ordinary trapper. I know this is like King
Charles’s head: I believe the proposal has
been continually hefore the department dur-
ing the whole of this year. I have sent in
letter after letter on the subject, and varions
deputations have waited upon Ministers,
when in my district, to urge the destruetion
of kangaroos. I agree with the Honorary
Minister that the hospital being erected for
soldier mental patients should have been a
Commonwealth responsibility.  Certainly,
the care of such cases is just as much a Com-
monwealth responsibility as is the payment
of war pensions. The pensions of soldier
patients, of course, are continued. T regret
that- the previous Government, whiechk in-
cluded the member for Swan, did not insist
that the care of soldier mental patients was
entirely a responsibility of the Common-
wealth Governmoent.

Mr. Sampson: I have already pointed out
ihat that was done,

Mr. THOMSON: There is an impression
that if the previous Government has insisted,
reecognition of the responsibility might have
heen obtained.

Mr. Sampson: We insisted for months
afterwards, and still the position remained
the same.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The fact is to be re
aretted.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We may easily
reeret that the Commnanwealth did not do
more, but we eannot help it-
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Mr. THUMSON: The responsibility in
question belongs ty the Federal Gove.nment.
Howe.er, we in fact have the responsibility,
and must carry it out, 1 would not for one
moment. say that fLe State shonld not do its
duty by these upfortunate afflicted men. It
would be interesting to know how many of
the cases in the Claremont Hospital for In-
sane are classified as incurable. In this con-
nection it seems to me that we are not eom-
pletely civilise.d. 1 have to say, and I say
it with sorrow, that if we have anything be-
longing to us which is incurable, we do in all
human kindness put it out of its suffering.
1 know it is a dreadful thing lo say, but we
realise that there sre unfortunate peojple who
are so insane that there is no possible hope
of their ever regaining their mental bal-
anee. From experience I know that {here are
terrible things to be seen in the Asylum. 1t
does scem to me, therefore, that, in all com-
mon humanity, it would be a wise thing to
let these people go quietly to sieep. I know
thut when this subject is mentioned, people
raise objeciions and say that we have no
right to interfere with life. For my part 1
wonld go further and say that there are
many people suffering from most dreadful
diseases and it would he in the interests of
those people themselves, as well as of others,
if they, too, were put guielly to sleep. Deal-
ing wi.h our gao.s, 1 support the remarks
made by the member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son) when he suggested that we should util-
ise the servieces of those unforfunate persons
who have to be lookel after by the Siate for
a time, by findng some avenue of employ-
ment thal will be remunerative. 1f that
were done these unfortunates wonld not be
confined wholly to the racls. I what has
been suggested were adopted, 1 would go fur-
ther and advocate the prisoners heing allowed
io earn a few shillings so that when the
time comes for them to be released from
prison, they will have a few pounds to their
credit and thus give them a reasonable
chance to secure a position. I understand
that at present they are paid something like
2d. a day in respect of their earnings while
in gaol. If prisoners were engaged on prison
farms, more healthy employment would be
provided for them and tlhey would he given
an opportunity to do good work. Those
men could receive a considerahly higher rate
of pay than they are getfing under the ex-
isting conditions. That would be of advan-
tage to them when they were released.
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Mr. Sampson: PPart of the money could be
used for the sustenance of a prisoner’s
family.

Mr. THOMSBON: Yes. Years ago I sug-
gested that it would be wise to utilise the ser-
vices of good conduet prisoners on roed mak-
1ng, or some otber suitalle employment.

My, George: Tha. guestion has been de-
baied half a dozen times during the last 20
years.

My, THOMSOXN: That may be so, but it
does not mean that the guestion should not
be mentioned again. 1’ossibly when a membex
of Pariiament is placed in charee of a de-
partinent, he is able to realise that there are
greater diflienities to be overeome than the
ordinary member of Parliament or a private
vitizen realises. llowever, if piisoners were
used in ithe way 1 have mentioned, they
would have a healthier life and it might en-
conrage in them a fondness for Lhe vountry
and induee them on being released to work
in the open air. Y hope that before the
presen{ Government go out of office, whether
that time be long or shert, they will take
into  consideration the establishment of
prisun Larms. I propose to ask the Minister
ate ot {wo questions dealing with harbours
and jetties and will not deal further with
that Lranch of the departmental activities.
What litile experience | have had of ihe
State Chiidren Departiment and the system of
outdoor relief has shown me that the depari-
mental officers and {he varions Ministers who
have been in charge of that branch of Gov-
etnment work, have always been sympathetic
in their consideration ol the various cases I
have hroucht under their notice. This phase
of the depariinentsal werk plays an important
part, and whoever initiated the scheme for
cutdoor reliel did pood work in the interests
uf the community. 1t has helped mothers who
have heen widowed o bring their children
up in a proper way, and even if that is not
possible the department has assisted the
mothers in many directions. There are one
or two questions T desire to ask under this
heading when we are dealing with the items.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.21]: T wish
to refer to the activities of the Fisheries De
partment and to draw the atiention of the
Minister to the fact that a lot of “dagoes”
are secustomed to fish with nets in Fresh-
water Bay. That is against the law, and T
hope the Minister will lovk into the ques-
tion and have inereased protection afforded
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lu prevent the continuation of the practice
in those waters. Another matter I desire to
refer to is the rejection of Randall’'s frans-
purt tender beiween the Ciaremont Railway
Station and the Hospital for the Insane. I
wish to bring before the Minister’s attention
the curious circuinstances under which the
lowest tender was not accepted. I hope he
will explain why Randall’s tender was not
accepted. About a year ago I wrote to the
department protesting against the fact that
Randall and secured the tender and the bus
drivers were jealous because it had been
given te Randall, At that time T received
the following reply—

In reply to yours of 12th inst., addressed
to the Hon. Coloninl Secretary regarding the
above, T have by direction to advise that ad-
vantage was taken by the department of a
motor bua serviee inangurated along Darvis-
road, Claremont, by a motor car proprietor
of Claremont, who held the hospital motor
car contraet expiring on the 3lst December,
1924, By mutual consent this contract was
cancelled and the present linking-up arrange-
ments with the motor bus service entered into,
with the approval of the Tender Board, for
a period of twelve months. The arrangement
is advantageous to the department.

Twelve months iater tenders were again
called and instead of the arrangement with
Randall being advantageous to the depart-
ment, his tender was turned down, elthough
it was the lowest, and that received from a
man named Best was aceepted. The file deal-
ing with this question was placed on the
Table of the House a little while aco and
this document discloses that an officer of
the department wrote a minute which wus
favourabie to the acceptance of Handall’s
tender. Tt is extremely hard to understand
why that tender was not accepted. The
officer’s minute was as follows:- '

These tenders have had the careful com
sideration of the board, and despite the am-
biguity of Mr. Randall’s tender, they are of
opinion that same is sufficiently clear to en-
able 2 firm and binding contract being en-
tered into. In the cireumstances, and as Mr.
Randall’s tender ia the lowest, the board re-
commend same be accepted, but before final-
ising the eontract, which is a periodical one,
I have been directed to forward same on for
the approval of the Executive Council.

The Minister for Lands: There was an-
nther recommendation before that one.

Mr. NORTH: The fite is a long one.

The Minister for Lands: There is an-

other minute saying that Randall’s tender
was informal.
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Mr. NORTH: PYerbaps so, but it is a long
file and I cannot waste the time of the
House.

The Minister for Lands:
cannot!

Mr. NORTH: I am apxious that the Min-
ister shall reply to my guestion, if he ean,

The Minister for Lands: You know the
tender was informal?!

Mr. NORTH: T bave read the minute
from the officer concerned, who was the
clevk in charge of the Tender Board, who
said that, as Randall's tender was the lowest,
the board recommended that it should be
aceepted.

The Minister for Lands:
read the first one.

Mr. Teesdale:
have ended it!

Mr, NORTH:
honesty about it.

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not wish to
impugn your honesty, but read the first
minute, where it is pointed out that the ten-
der was informal.

Mr. NORTH: I have read the minute,
which recommended the aceeptance of Ran-
dall’s tender. I nofice that the Premier came
into the matter with a long minute, and the
upshot of it was that in the end Best re-
ceived the contract at a higher rate. Then
this letter was written some three months
afterwards—

Of course you

Be honest and
But that minute should

There i» nu question of

In reply to your letter of the 2Tth ult, I
beg to inform you that Mr. Randall’s tender
was lower on one item but not on the major
portion of the eonfract, besides which he was
unable to eomply with the expressed eondi-
tions in regard to date of commencement of
a charabane gervice. As regards Mr. Ran-
dall’s present eontract for a motor passcager
serviee, the hoard has not reeeived any com-
plaints regarding the manner in which this is
being carried ont.

It would appear that there were some other
conditions that counled, but 1 have not been
able fo ascertain what they were. In the
end, however, the upshot has been that Best
has handed over the contract to Randall
again, and I am told that Randall is carry-
ing it out at the different rate. It is not a
question of the difference hetween 3s. 6d. and
93, 6d., but of principle. I hope the Minister
will explain why Randall, who was giving
good service, was turned down.
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MR. ANGELO (Carnarvon) [5.26]: Hon.
members know that millions of pounds are
being spent in an endeavour to settle the
southern portions of the State, the objeck
being to minimise the huge amount spent on
imports, principally butter and dairy pro-
duce, that are brought into Western Aus-
tralin from the Eastern States each year.
The point is not stressed, however, that each
year Western Australia imports about
£150,000 worth of fish. About £20,000 worth
of that total is imported from the Bastern
States. That is not a very desirable position,
but so far as I know steps have not heen
taken by the Governmen$ or anyone clse tu
obviate it. Steps should be taken to see that
that money is not sent away but is kept here.
The clearing of land is necessary before
dairy produce can be available for the peo-
ple, but on the other hand we have the fish
in enormous quantities along our coastline
from Albany to the North-West.

The Mmister for Lands: We had an ex-
pensive trial in some parts of the North-
West.

My, ANGELO: I am aware of that, and
intended to refer to that aspect. Some time
ago the Government started a fishery, but,
unfortunately, they commenced at the wrong
end. They should have provided the trans-
*port and left it to private enterprise to catch
the fish.

The Ainister for Lands: That is not wkhat
you put up. You got me for a tool that
time when I was on the telephone.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know about that.

The Minister for Lands: I know, All you
wanted was the money.

Mr. ANGELO: The boat that was pro-
vided for bringing the fish down the coast
was too small, and it did not get the fish
down in time to keep them fresh. Another
matter ol concern is the high price the peo-
ple of fhe metropolifan area are asked to
pay for their fish. In Sydney I saw schnap-
per cutlets sold at 9d. a Ib. Here we are
asked to pay 1s. 6d. a lb. or 100 per cent.
more than they have to pay in Sydney.
Again we have to pay 1s. 3d. a Ib. for mullet,

Mr. Teesdale: You are lucky to be able to
buy it at that. T eannot afford to do so.

Mr. ANGELO: Millions of tons of mullet
are available, but no attempt is made to
eatch the fsh. T do not say that the Govern-
ment should subsidise anyone to undertake
this business or even to start another State
enterprise. Some expert opinion should be
obtained as to the guantity of fish we have
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along our eoast line and recormmendations
secured as to how the fish should be caught
and treafed. It is ridiculous that sueh
hnge guantities of preserved fish should be
tmported from Secotland, and even from
South Africa, and retailed here at 10d. per
Ib., while consumers have to pay 1s. 6d. a
Ih. for our own produet. There is something
radically wrong. The suggestion of the
Leader of the Country Partv should he ad-
opted. We should promulgate, amongst peo-
Ple in the northern part of Brifain, who are
accustemed to the fisheries life, the know-
ledge that we have all this fish available,

Mr. Panton: Fishermen who know this
eoast do not agree with your argument that
it 15 available.

Mr. ANGELO: But how far north do the
fishermen go? No distance. They fish in
the waters around Fremantle and Geraldton,

-while nearly all the big fish come from

Shark Bay. Shark Bay, however, is not the
limit of our coastline. Beyond that is an-
other 2,000 miles of coast teeming with fish,
and yet no attempt is made to secure for the
publie that foodstuff which is so essential to
weneral health,

Mr. Griffiths: What about the trawling
srounds of the Bight?

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know much about
them, but the experiments carried out by the
trawler, of which we had a loan some years
ago, were very satisfactory and established
that we had some wonderful grounds, especi-
ally in the North-West. These have not even
yet been explored. The maiter should be
thoroughly investigated. We want the opin-
ion of experts who can report as to the quan-
tity of fish available, the best methods of
catching them and of retailing them to the
people of the metrvopolitan area at a rea-
sonable price. 1 feel certain that, if some-
thing of the kind were done, three or four
times the quantity of fish eaten to-day wonld
be consumed, and the health of the eommun-
ity would benefit considerably thereby. An-
other subdepartment is that of Harbour and
Light. Last year the Government increased
the land tax on the understanding that a
set-off would he provided by way of a
reduction of railway freighis. There are no
railway freights in my district, but I
strongly urge the Government that a redue-
tion be made in the wharfage charges at
North-West ports as a sei-off to the higher
land tax that the North-West people have

to pay.
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Hon. S. W. Munsie: Have you any idea
what difference it would make to the cost of
living if the charges were totally abolished?

3Mr. ANGELO: I shouid imagine lhal it
would muke a considerable difference. Tvery
penny added to the eost of goods makes a
difference.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: It wounld make a
difference of not 2d. per 1b. to the North-
West,

Mr. ANGELO: The Government year by

year are increasing the revenue derived
from the North-West ports. In 1911 the

loss on the Carnarvon jetty was £170. In
1922 there was a profit of £852, and accord-
ing to the harbour master’s report of last
year, the revenue over and above expendi-
ture was no less than £4,817. Surely some
conecession should be made to the people of
the North. T wish to refer to the difficulty
of dealing with goods landed from steamers
at North-West ports. The department, as
a rule, take no responsibilty for goods landed
before 8 a.m. or after 5 p.m. Unfortunately,
the steamers nearly always arrive at Car-
narvon by night. That is due to the hour
of departure from Fremantle.

The Minister for Lands: It is the same in
every port.

Mr. ANGELO: The department take no
responsibility, and will not even look to
see whether the eases are intact when landed
on the jetty. Some amendment should beg
made to the regulations, so that the people
of the North-West might receive a litle fairer
treatment than they are gefting at present.
Their interests should he more fully pro-
tected by the Government. It could easily
be arranged by having an extra watchman to
inspeet the goods on being landed and see
the condition of the packages. Then, if the
cases were damaged, a protest should im-
mediately be made to the ship’s officers, I
nrge the Minister to give this matter eon-
sideration.

MR. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[5.36]: I wish to deal briefly with the ten-
der for the motor service to the Hospital
for the Insane. Somefimes when people
do not get all they expect, they feel they
have a grievance, and perhaps they might
speak rather wildly at times. Tt seems to
me that the Minister slipped somewhat in
dealing with this matter. It is true that
when the Tender Board reported on the
tenders, reference was made to an ambigvity

1935

in Mr. RandalV’s tender, Judging from the
way in which it was pui, the board did not
regard the ambiguity as of great import-
apee, but directed the Minister’s attention to
it in order that a remedy might be songht.
From the papers on the file, the ambig-
uity consisted of this: While Randall was
not prepared to put on a charabane straight
away, becanse he did not have it, lhe sub-
mitted a price for which he would supply
a charabane, which would be ready for use
about the 1st December. His price was £40
per month, the same as Best and Son’s ten-
der, but his price for a motor car was Zs.
6d. as against Besl’s price of 3s. 6d. I do
not suggest that any favoaritism has been
or should be shown, hut if a person makes
& mistake in the forms and it is an abso-
lutely clear mistake, and not one for trickery
or anything of that kind, he should receive
consideration. Randall, instead of submit-
ting hiz tender for £40 per month for the
charabanc on a white form, put in his tender
for motor cars accurately, hut attached a
statement in the following terms:—

Mr. Randall is prepared to place a motor

bus for the service on 1st Tecember, 1925,
carrying from 10 persons upwards, at £40 per
calendar month, or 10 persons upwards at 3s,
per trip.
The member for Claremont (Mr. North)
took up the case with the Tender Board
and asked them a straight-out guestion. The
reply he received was as follows:—

In reply to your letter of the 27th ultime,
I beg to inform you that Mr. Randall’s tender
was lower on one itcm but not on the major
portion of the contract, besides which he was
unable to comply with the express conditions

in regard to date of commencement of a chara-
bane service.

That is a letter of a kind sometimes sent
officially. Perhaps we have all Aone it at
times, but it is not quite a fair thing. Tt
says that Randall’s tender was lower on
one item but not on the major portion of
the contract. It is trne he was not lower
on the major portion of the contraet, but
his tender was exactly the same for the
charabanc as the tender of the Messrs, Best,
and on the other portion he was lower by 1s.
I state my point of view that he shonld bave
had the contraet. If through inexperience
he put in his tender on the wrong form,
that in itself was mot smificient lo result
in his not getting the contraet.

The Minister for Lands: If you call fen-
ders for one thing and a man tenders for
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an entively different thing, you mus! either
call tenders again or accept the offer of the
man who tendered corrcetly for the work.

Mr. GEORGE: This case is not parallel.
Randall put in his price for the motor ser-
vice at 2s. 6d. and submitted it on the white
form. He could not supply a charabane on
the day it was wanted, but intimated that it
would be available in about two months’
time. His tender was not lower on the
major portion of the contract, being ex-
actly the same as that of his competitor,
but it was 35 per cent. lower on the motor
car service. I contend that Randall’s tender
should have been fairly cunsidered. I do
oot wani offence to be taken at what I am
about to say, bLut the following statement
appears on the file. It is a letter from Mr.
W. H. Kitson, seeretary of the Fremantle
Distriet Council of the Australian Labour
Party, dated 27th December, 1924, and reads:

At the last meeting of this council a further
report was received in regard to the contract
let to Mr, Randall of Claremont for the con-
veyance of passengers to and from the Mental
Hospital, and after further consideration it
was resolved, ““ That the Minister be requested
to eancel the contract with Mr, Randall of
Claremont, and that tenders be called through
the Tender Board, one of the conditins to be
that union wages mnst be paid. Trosting you
will give this wmatter your early considera-
tien.”’ ’

That was sent to the Colonial Secretary.
Just before that time someone representing
bimself to he from the Trades Hall had
gone to Mrs. Randall and demanded to see
ber book showing the wages paid and all
the rest of it. She promptly refused, be-
cause she said she did not know what an-
thority the man lad to ask for the informu-
tion. She then received from this emissary
a reply distinetly threatening in regard to
the contract. On the 17th Febrnary, 1925,
the following letter was sent to the Colonial
Secretary from the Fremantle Distriet Coun-
cil of the ALLP.—

T have to advise that your letfer dated 12th
Janunary, in renly to mine of 27th December,
was placed before a meeting of this council
lnst week, when I was instructed to forward
a letter of protest against the continuance of
this contract. It is noted that it is not prac-
tieable during the currency of the existing
contract to comply with our request that it be
cancelled, and my council trusts that when
same expires due eonsideration will be given
to our representations in this matter.

Personally, 1 should not take any notice of
sueh a letter if the individual who ecalled
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upon Mrs Randall had not represented bim-
self as coming from the Trades Hall, He
may not have come from the Trades Hall,
but he impressed upon Mrs, Randall that he
did so, and because she refused to let him
see her books, Le threatened her that “she
would see” when the next tender came along.

Hon. 8. W. Munsic: He was secretary of
the organisation and le had a rvight to see
it.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, but first he must
show his bona fides. I am not{ making any
insinuations. All 1 wish to say is that this
business eansed so much conversation around
Claremont as to justify its being brought
under notice. Lirst it was referred to Mr,
North and then to me. The minute sent by
Mr. Drew to Cabinet on the subjecl is-a long
one and T will not read if, bue the effect of
it is that Mr. Drew evidently formed an
opinion which the papers do not guite war-
rant. On going through the file it will be seen
that Randall was asked to supply the service
to the Claremont Hospital Iast year and did
so apparently satisfactorily. Then the of-
ficers required some other work done which
was outside the contract. He was asked whnt
his price would be and lie gave it, The offi-
cers recommended that the amount should be
paid to him. If it had been in the contract,
it would not have been recommended. Mr,
Drew in his minnte, went on to speak of the
satisfaction given by Randall, but I cannot
find anvthing in the file that is sufficient to
justify what is yunning through the minute.
1 know Mr. Drew to he an honourably man,
but I think he must have licen 1n some way
misted, but by whom 1 cannot say. We know
that it i3 not possible to satisfy everyone,
hut what we can do is to aveid giving peo-
ple a pez upon which te lang a grievance.
Here we have not only a peg, but a whole
row of them. A man puts in a tender and
his price is the sawe as that of another man,
and yet we are told by the letter T have
read, which evidently deceived Mr. North,
that the tender was lower in one part, but
not for the major portion. Being 35 per
cent. lower on the motor priees. and equal
on the other part and was giving satisfae-
tion, I contend that Randall, in the interests
of the State, should have been given the con-
traet. I learn from Mr. North that the man
who did get the contract has transferred it to
Randall, and I presume that Randall is get-
ting 3s. 6d. from the State. If that is so, the
State is losing a shilling & trip. That is not
zood for anyone. The ense iz a glaring one
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of misplaced judgment. I am nol aceusing
anyone, but 1 do think that the file discloses
that more care and discretion should have
been exercised.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[5.50]: I did not intend to speak on these
Estimates, bot having perused the fle, I
gather that there was a good deal of com-
plaint at the time the contract was let, be-
cause it was thought that tenders should
have been advertised and other people given
the opportunity to tender. Randall went on
with the work and some of the duties he was
supposed to carry out were not attended to.
The member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
George) said that Randall claimed payment
for certain work and thai the officials re-
commended it. If my memory serves me
well, one of those duties was in respect of
meeting late trains which, it was understood,
in aceordance with the contraet, he bad to
do. But the number of passengers at that
hour was so small that he found it did not
pay him and he stopped running at the late
hour, and the officers kicked up a row. The
question was then raised, and it was thonght
to be unfair, that the contractor should go
to the asylam with only one passenger, and
a recommpendation was made that he should
be paid something alditional. The member
for Murray-Wellington said that it must
have been all right otherwise the recommen-
dation wonld not have been made that Ran-
dall should be paid. The fact was that the
contract did not pav Randall and it was re-
ported then that the man was not satisfied
with what he was receiving. The time ar-
rived for tenders to be called again, and in
8 minote, Mr. Drew expressed the opinion
that it would have been better to have eom-
plied with the request of the member for
Claremont in the first instance. Tenders
were called and instead of a1 motor service
being instituted a charabane service was de-
cided on. That was the only tender that
complied with the conditions of the eontract.

Mr. George: T explained that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; the
bon. member said that tenders were called.
Randall wrote on a slip of paper that he
had complied with the eontract to a certain
date.

Mr. North: The officer recommended it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, he
sent word to the Chief Seeretary that he con-
sidered the tender was ambiguous. The re-
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sult was that it went back, and afterwards,
on ihe second oceasion, its aceceptance was
recommended. I have had deputations frova
people in regard to ireating outside the
tender board. There was a case only the
other day where tenders were invited for
the supply of ).laster sheets, and where the
tender accepted was for the supply of a
sheet called “fibrolite.” Then a complaint was
made because we accepted the tender for
the supply of a material different from ibhat
which was advertised. I srou!d mnot have
agieed to it if I had known that, and I
said that in future, if a certain article was
wanted and tenders were invited for that
class of article, nothing but that chounld be
aceepted. 1t is a very diflicult job to depart
from advertised tenders. lmmediately youn
do o you create a lot of trouble, That is
just what happened in the Clarcmont case.
But is there anything at the bacic of 1t? The
hon. member suggested that 2 certain pro-
posal came from the Trade: Hall. The
Trades Hail had the right to consider a
ma.ter of this kind, when it was found that
the terms of the contract were not being
fnlfilled. TIn respect of the plaster contract
something was said hecause a member of this
Honse connpected with the particnlar business
happened to be the lowest tenderer. Some-
one considered that underhand work had
been going on becanse a member of the
House had been connected with th: eantract.
It was the tenderer that submitted the lowesi
price that got the contract. Whenever there
is a diffienlty about a contraet, it is always
better to call fresh tenders. In the caze of
the Claremont coptract, one man gqunted s
reasonahle rate, in accordance with the con-
ditions laid down, but his was for a chara-
banc and not a motor service. The other man
who tende-ed should never have been con-
sidered. T do not know anvthing about the
other matter, as to whether or not Randall is
doing the work.

Mr. George: I do not know whether he is
or pot.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) ([6.0]: I
listened to the remarks of the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Anzelo) with interest. I find
that we are importine £450,000 worth of
butter annuallv, and that we are spending
millions of money in trving to produce that
and other comwmodities that are necessary
for our welfare. There is a great deal in the
hon. member’s argument in respect of doing
something fo improve our fish sopply. We
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are aware that efforts at trawling
along our coast have been made, un-
fortunately without great snccess, bni there
should be inquiries in regard to the possi-
bility of exploiting our waters where we
know immense quantities of fish exist.
The Minister, I know, has been very sym-
pathetic in respect of betfer provision for
widows left dependent almost upon charity,
Some years ago he and I were fellow mem-
bers of a select committee dealing with this
very guestion, and I am glad to hear that
the solution recommended by that commit-
tee has given such geperal satisfaction. All
the various matters I have brought before
the department bave been dealt with sym-
pathetically, Something has heen said about
the kangaroo as a pest. Recently I was down
in the distriet between Lake Grace and Pin-
grup, and extending to Ravensthorpe.
There I heard many complaints about the de-
predations of the kangaroo. The settlers
there suggest that if it could be arranged to
remove the protection of kangaroos for a
period, until their number was reduced, it
would mean considerable relief to those try-
ing to raise crops in the district. In my elec-
torate, fortunately, there is no need to re-
move the protection, for the kangaroos are
becoming quite searce, except in the onter
areas. I had expected to hear from the mem-
ber for Coolgardie (Mr, Lambert) his an-
nual humourcus speech about the Observa-
tory. However, I myself have nothing to
say about that instifution. I merely rose to
testify to the sympathetic consideration one
meets in the State Charities Department. I
am trying to get some children restored to
their parents at Tammin. I have had con-
siderably difficulty. The department might
well consider whether it would not be wise
to allow those children to go back to their
parents, if only for a probationary period
while it was seen whether or not they would
get the treatment their parents promise.
However, I will personally submit the case
to the Minister.

MR, SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [6.4]: The
agriculturai and pastoral industries are not
the only industries that have their pests. The
fishing industry also has a pest in the cor-
morant or shag. We prevent fishermen and
others from taking fish during close seasons,
but we allow the shags to devour fish in huge
quantities all the year round. In early morn-
ings on the vriver the sky is black with
swarms of shags. Tf something were done
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to destroy those pests our fish supply would
be more abundant. It is a waste of time
preventing men from trying to get their food
out of the river by means of a fishing net
while we allow these birds to desiroy huge
quantities of fish.

Mr. Angelo: There used io be a bonus of
Ud. per head on the shags.

Mr. SLEEMAXN : The bonus system wight
be the best way of dealing with them. For
less than Gd. the department could get in-
credible punbers of them. Coming to the
Prisons Department: When 1 was over at
Rottnest o few weeks ago, I found that the
gaol authorities were practically running the
istand. I have nothing to say against that in
itself, but 1 object to the regulation under
which every dinghy at the island has o be
padloeked. We sent ashore to get a dinghy,
but the man in charge of her found he had
mislaid the key, and it was an hour before
the dinghy was made available. It is all very
well o see to it that prisoners do not escape
from the island, but it wounld be far better
to have an oceasional prisoner get away than
to have an oceasional life lost for want of a
dinghy. I protest against the action of the
department in compelling every dinghy at
the island to be securely padlocked. I hope
that regulation will be amended.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [6.7] I
should like to know from the Minister if
there is any possibility of having the allow-
anee for State children increased. A deputa-
tion formally waited on him and asked that
the amount bhe inereased. The Minister has
had representations from all seetions of the
community asking for an inecrease in the
allowance, Tn many cases 9s. weekly is not
sufficient to keep a child clothed and fed.
Actually, when the child is smaller the allow-
ance is greater, and as the child grows the
amount is decreased. I think the amount re-
quired for a growing child is in many cases
move than that required for one of younger
age. Then [ would draw attention to the age
at  which girls are allowed to go to
work in shops and factories, The allowance
ceases at 14 vears of age, but a gir! may not
go to work until she is 15 years of age, and
in the country there is not work at all for
girls of that age. I should be glad to hear
the Minister say that he thought of increas-
ing the weekly allowanee and increasing also
the age up to which the allowance iz given
from 14 vears to 15 vears.
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MR. MANN (Perth) [65] : I want to
bring under the notice of the Minister the
conditions of the mental ward situated on
the Wellingion-sireei froniage of the Los-
pital grounds. I can understand the neces-
sity for an observation ward in respect of
the patients who will be oceupying it for,
say, 24 hours, or up to even three days,
but when it is found necessary to detain
patients for anything up to a fortnight or
three weeks they should be confined in more
suitable premises. There is a school close
by, and the school children frequently hear
disgusting language from the ward, and
even stand about watching insane patients
scrambling up the bars of the windows and
calling to passers-by. This Las been fre-
quently brought under the notice of the
Minister, and he has said that while regret-
ting the unsuitability of the ward he finds
there are no funds available for the estab-
lishment of a more suitable place. Cer-
tainly there eould be ne more uusnitable
premises than those in use to-day. The
ward is occupied practically all the time,
and men and women are kept under obser-
vation there for long periods. It eannot
be good even for the patients themselves,
I see no reason why the ward should be
there at all, except for the convenience of
the doctor at the Perth Hospital; and sinee
motor transport is available it would mean
but very little time to convey the doctor
{o patients situated in a more suitable
locality. Freguently a seore of more of
school children are to be seen standing
oatside the ward listening to the patients
calling to passers-by, and using bad lang-
uage and indulging in unseemly condnet.
Even the licensee of the hotel opposite has
frequently rung up the hospital authorities
and made complaints,

The Minister for Lands: Some of the
liotels have had a lot to do with putting the
pafients there.

Mr. MANN: That is no reason why the
patients should be kept in an wunsuitable
place. While I am voicing the complaint
of the licensee of the hotel, I am voicing
also the complaints of those parents who
have children at the school.

The Minister for Lands: Well, you have
been here for years, and this is the first time
you have voiced the complaint.

Mr. MANN: If the Minister has known

of the complaint for years it ought not to
he necessary for me to bring it under his
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notice now. Still, the evil is going on and
I should be continuing to fail in my duty if
I did not mention it now.

Mr. Panton: The board has been com-
plaining of it for six years.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [6.13]: 1t is very easy to ledge com-
plaints and ask the Minister to spend money,
but it is not always so easy to find the
money. We should like to have these obser-
vation wards the most perfect in the world,
but unfortunately we are unable to find the
necessary money. When the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) was Colonial Scere-
tary he was continually appealing to me for
money for all sorts of things. Not thousands
of pounds, bat tens of thousands of pounds
are wanted for various things. We were
endeavouring to find the necessary money
bit by bit to provide all that we should like
to provide for those who come under the
vote we are now diseussing.

Mr. Sampson: You provided £7,000 for
the site at Point Heathcote.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
there is a great deal more still to be found.
Notwithstanding that, there is so much to do
in so many places in respect of hospitals,
that any Government will find it diffienlt to
satisfy the people’s demands. Members have
a perfect right to voice their opimions on
the subject.

Hon. S§. W. Munsie: I voiced the same
complaint pretty often from that side of the
House.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But not
in the moderate way that members now
sitting on this side voice it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Funds

have always been the trouble. Every-
one has been wanfing more suitable
buildings for many of our institu-
tions. The vote this year is £25,000

greater than was the estimate of last year,
which was higher than was expected the
vear hefore. Tt really means that this vote
has increased by £23,000 for this year.

Hon. §. W. Munsie: Not for tbe actual
expenditure.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No,
but the estimate of last vyear was
exceeded hy £17,000. The vote was

£263,000, and the expenditure last year
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was  £280,000. This year the vote was
£288,000. 1 am not finding fault, Expendi.
ture under this heading cannot be altoygether
controlled, but it does need watching, 1t is
& considerable increase for the 12 months,

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: The net increase is
only £7,638.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
is the the

inerease, on actbual ex-
penditure of last year, but last year
the Minister had only £263,000 on the

Estimates. The Treasurer has to Gnd £23,000
more this year than he had last year.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Then he was sup-
posed to have found.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIYTCHELL: Than
bhe lad €to provide for on the Esti-
mates of last year. The Minister
exceeded Lis Estimates last year, and
will probably do so this year. With the
greater number of people there are greaier
demands wpon the Minister. He has pro-
vided only £2,000 move for State children
and outdnor relief, but he exeeeded his vote
by £8,600 last year. Money must be found
if people are to he helped, but the Minister
should watch the expenditure under this
heading. Tt is easy to expend more under
each item than is set down upon the Esti-
mates. It dnes happen that officials are will-
ing to expend money. Something has heen
said about the fish supply. 1 wisggwe could
get a plentiful supply of fish. The experi-
ments we made were pretty disastrous. We
fitted out the “Penguin” and hought trawl-
ing gear. She did some good work, and
located fishing banks off Albany, but she did
0ot do mueh that was of praetical use be-
cause she was lost. The work was not gone
on with.

Mr. Thomson : She proved there were good
trawling grounds.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
There is a rocky bottom along our
coast, but she proved that there was
usefu]l trawling groumds - outside Al-
bany. Another vessel also located some

useful trawling grounds. The work done
outside Albanv gave indications which were
favourable, and the fish {aken there was
good, and contained some varieties we do
not ordinarily get. We need a plentiful
supply of fresh fish and of smoked fish. It
seems ridien'ons that it should cost so much
to get fiish when we have a coast line of
5,000 miles in extent. Qur population is
smail, but we do not get even epough fish
for the city.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thomson: The business is all in the
hands of foreigmers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Our
own folk do mnot seem to appreciate
life on the ocean, and they leave
the work to the foreigners almost al-
together. If it were not for them we
should not have mueh in the way of fish.
The Government trawlers in New South
Wales and Queensland have been unsuceess-
ful, and a great deal of money has been
lost there. That will probably always be
the case. 1t should be possible for private
people to make money by trawling along our
coast. especially in the southern portions
where the fish is of betfer quality than it
is anywhere ¢lse. I hope that when a pri-
son farm is established, is it must be, it
will be placed as far as possible from pre-
sent sctflement, and be in sueh a position
that will enable the department to give these
unfortunate p:eople as muach freedom as pos-
sible. Not many prisoners ean be sent to
such a farm, but some would be eligible and
could be trusted not to leave the place. 1
visited two or three farms in New South
Wales, and saw what was being done there,
It is better Lhat the people should be placed
on a form than be kept in Fremantle. Uaol-
ing means a good deal of expense, but all the
prisoners eould not be put on a farm. Those
who are suitable would have to be selected.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: The answer that was
givenw to a guestion showed that there was a
fairly big percentage of prisoners who could
be utilised on a farm.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: [
suppose there are some. Years ago
something was done and certain clear-
ing was carriel out Dby prisoners. I
daresay they could be wused in {the
counlry. T do not know that it would be

of muech use putting out men if they had to
be kept under lock and key, and care™ully
guarded by warders. Possibly some of the
gnod land inside onr forests could he used
for this purrose. Ii would eost a good deal
of money, and there wonld be delays in
consequence. We cannot do these things
without spending money. One never knows
what such a work will cost, or what it will
cost to control and run the farm when it
is estah'ished. These Estimates do not lend
themselves to a discussion on the items, be-
canse thev arc nearly all salary items. The
items represent expenditure which grows
more or less automatically, and whieh, again,
renresents expenditure in small sums. No
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Treasurer can avoid year by year finding
a little more for these items, I hope that
proger care is being exereised in the ecx-
penditure, without depriving those who are
in need of assistance. It is always difficult
to avoid spending money in the wrong diree-
tion. We cannot expect foster mothers to
keep children at their own expense. There
are 400 of them all doing good work., 1
have seen and wmet ihem. They are fond
of the children and are keeping them splen-
didiy. The babies are a eredit to them. I
da unot know whether the deputation that
waited upon the Honorary Minister did so
in connection with any of these votes. It
is reported that a deputation waited upon
him with regard to Stale children.
Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Honorary Minister was decidedly unsym-
pathetie. Ladies have often waited on me,
and I have found them very eharming. The
Minister did not seem at all pleased to have
the deputation.

Mr. Teesdale:
pleased.

Hon. 8. W. Muusie: The Estimates say
nothing about deputations.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The de-
putation desired to ask the Minister to do
something concerning State children. It
would help the discussion if we knew what
took place. T regret that we do not know
what was said on that oceasion. I am glad
the Premier is able to find this additional
money, and hape it will be spent fairly and
that the right people will get assistance.

And the ladies were pot

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourpe) (7.45]:
While we do not availl ourselves of our won-
deful marine wealth, other nations are will-
ing to do so; and I do not envy them at all.
They are rerfcetly justified in availing
themselves of something on our coast that
we do not value. It is pleasing to know that
the Norwegian Whaling Company has done
so well that another Norwegian company is
about to embark on the business. Certainly
our eoast bas been a happy hunting ground
for the Norwegians. They kept their profits
to themselves, except when information
leaked ont. In 1914 they mot 3,000 casks of
gsperm oil on our north coast very guictly.
The catch was not advertised, but was simply
shipped to Norway, where it returned about
£95 per ton. Towards May or June thous-
ands upon thousands of whales go north,
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returning about August to colder climates.
Only in the old days did our pioneers go
out whale fishing. They went out in leaky
sehooners and hooked on to five or six tun
tish and dragged them ashore by sheer
strength, The old boys stuek to the sport
till they died. They took risks. In those
days the bush was dangerous too. There
were no motor ears them; travelling had
to be done per boot, with 3 water bag. An-
other industry, I learn, is to be added to the
large number now flourishing in the North
—the industry of shark fishing. One need
not go North for the sake of that industry.
Nevertheless, a ecompany with a capital of
£175,000 is being floated to carry on the
industry of shark fishing from Camden
Harbour to Bunbury—a far ery. An ex-
perienced ohark fisher has been got from
Venezuela—why I do not know. We have
scen Western Australian ladies cateh sharks.
However, so far as the company is con-
cerned, our North is merely a subsidiary
matter. The company’s headquarters are
in Persia, I belicve; and the proprictors
have the Awstralian rights np their sleeves.
It is a pity that we hawk about privileges
in such a slapdash fashion. We do not take
advantage of our own opportunities. The
company in question propose to make shark
sking into leather for women’s shoes and
handbags. 1t is strange that there should
be such a big opening for leather handbags,
sinee at present 'adies’ handbags are made
of silk, and previously they were made of
gilver. After the oil has been extracted,
the dried fish will be exporied to the Far
East, The indostry shonld prove extremely
valnable to our North, as the leaiher will no
donbt take the fancy goods world by storm,
and the oil extracted will prove very val-
nable, and the dried fish will be shipped to
the Far East for consumption by the poor
heathen there. Further, the teeth are to
be converted into manieare sets. All this
information is highly gratifying. Again, the
erushed fins will be marketed as fertiliser.
When in Singapore the Premier and I in-
guired into several of these matters. 1
lost him one day, and so I went into a shop
and asked the price of shark fins. I was
told it was from £1 down to 12s. 6d. per
pair, but for food, not for fertiliser. These
figures show the prospective valne of the
industry. Still, one can never tell where
so enterprising a crowd as this will figish.
After all, though, such staggering noveliies
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are welcome. We must bear im mind, at
the same time, that the shark fishing industry
will not be started in the North until it has
proved a failure in other conntries. I may
say that I have crossed swords with these
people before. When the chief promoter
was in the North, he spent most of his time
being towed behind & mission steamer on
the tidal creeks, where he discovered those
startling natural features which are un-
known even to the member for Gascoyne.
Wonderful indeed are the discoveries made
by a pseudo-veterinary surgeon! Heaven
save the North from such friends!

HON. 8. W, MUNSIE (Ecporary Minis-
ter—Hapnans—in wreply) [7.55]): I thank
hon. members for the way they have received
the Estimates. As regards the suggestion
of the member for Katanning, that prisoners
should be utilised on roads, I am not the
Minister controlling gaols, which come
within the province of the Chief Secretary,
but personally I am opposed to any such
scheme, and I do not think it is likely to be
adopted while the present Government hold
office. The member for Claremont had two
complaints. The first referred to net fish-
ing in the bay at Claremont, with regard {o
which I will make inquiries. The second was
as regards Mr. Randall. T shall not attempt
to reply to that matter. The member for
North-East Fremantle has seen the file and
read it, whiech is more than I have done.
From my own personal observation, how-
ever, I can say that there were repeated
complaints with regard to the carrying out
of the contract.

Mr. Mann: Yon have given the same man
the contract again.

Mr. Latham: There are no complaints on
the file,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I do remember
the official visiting ¢committee to the Clare-
mont Hospital for Insane complaining to me
of the contractor’s attitude to them. The
member for Avon referred to the question
of State children being allowed to return
to their parents. Where it is possible T al-
ways adopt that course. T frequently get
applications of that nature in connection
with which inquiries diselose that it is not
always in the interests of the ehildren that
they should return fo their parents. .I al-
wayvs have the most careful inguiries made
in such cases. My first thought is for the
child. :

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The children
should not be kept if it is not to their in-
tarest.

Hon. §. W, MUNSIE: No. The member
for Forrest wanted to know whether any-
thing had been done in conneciion with in-
creasing the amount of 9s. per week allowed
for the maintenance of children, The mat-
ter has been diseussed, but is not yet final-

ised. 1 hope that something may be done
in the new year. The hon. mem-
ber also bronght up the question of

continuing the present allowanee until the
child is 15 years old, instead of discontinu-
ing it at the age of 14. There are now
numerous cases in which the Government do
extend sustenance until the_ age of 15—for
instance, where a child is reported as doing
exceptionally well at school and as likely te
make good if permitled to continue there for
another six or twelve months. The question
of extending the age limif for sustenance
generally from 14 vears to 15 is one that
wants fairly serious consideration. I have
information indicating that if we were to do
that and extend the age from 14 to 15 it
would cost over £8,000 this year alone. The
member for Perth (Mr. Mann) ratsed an oh-
jection fo the present mental observation
ward at the Perth Hospital. I recognise that
it is very unsuitable indeed, but we cannot
do everything at once, Pressure was brought
to hear from all sourees regarding the ex-
penditure for a new home for the unfor-
tunate returned soldiers who are suffering
from mental troubles. The State has to find
£20,000 for that this year and this position
has been responsible for the Government not
going on with the provision of a new obser-
vation ward.

Mr, Mann: Do you not think you could
get a better place?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: 1 have already
bad innuiries madz in that direction, but
withont success so far. It is not so easy as
some hon. members seem to think to find a
suitable place.

The Minister for Lands: Especially for
such cases.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: That is so. There
are very few places in Perth that would be
snitable, even if we could get them. T think
there is only one way out of the diffiealty,
and that is to build a new ward altogether.
I zel requests for all sorts of provisions and
I realise that many other institutions are not
all that they should he. However, they are
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all we ean possibly provide at the present
time.

Mr. Mann: But the mental ward is an
ontstanding instance,

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: I admit that, but
we will have to put up with the present posi-
tion for some little time yet. As soon as it
is possibie to make other arrangements, the
matter will be attended fo.

Mre. Mann: Could you not have the walls
raised or shades put over the windows, in
order to prevent the unpleasant sighfs that
are seen so often there?

Hon. 8. W. MUXNSIE: 1 admit that those
sights are to be seen, but the patients must
have some ventilation.

Mr. Mann: Raise the walls.

Hon. S. W, MUNSIE: [ am not favour-
able to making the walls any higher.

Mr. Mann: Even to-night there was a
man hanging on the wall in an undressed
condition shouting to the people. That
happens every night.

Hon. 5. W. MUXSIE: That bappens
frequently, but not every night. The only
other mafter that I have to reply to was
raised by the Opposition Leader. His
statement is true that tke expenditure this
year will be £24,217 more than was esti-
mated as the expenditure for last year.
When introducing the Estimates I pointed
out that £7,368 is the actual inerease in the
amounnt that will be expended this year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not know
anything about the actmal expenditure.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSTE: That is what we
estimate and T think we will keep within the
estimate this year. A good deal of the in-
erease on last year’s expenditure was due fo
the Supplementary Estimates passed by this
House.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
plaining.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No, but T think
hon. members should know the position.
Last year the estimate was £263,785 and the
expenditure £230,634. Tnelnded in that ex-
penditure was the amount of the Supple-
mentary Estimates which provided for the
annnai increases to civil servants.  Those
were not included in the orviginal Estimates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That would be
a small amount in yonr department.

‘Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: No, a very big
amount throughout the whole of the depart-
ment. On top of that there was the board
that was constitnted to fix the wages of the
employees at ithe Claremont Hospjtal for the

I am not com-
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Insane. The award of that board meant an
inereased expenditure of slightly over £8,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, I was not
thinking of that.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: - Those two jtems
alone provide for a large proportion of the
amount over and ahove last vear's Esti-
mates,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: VWhat abount the
lease you propose to give to a Norwegian
company in the North?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: There is a com-
pany already in existence that has the right
to fish off the North-West coast. That com-
pany has only recently ceased operations for
the season because all their available space
was filled with oil.

Mr. Teesdale: That is very satisfactory.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSTE: There is now
another eompany.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
company ?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: No, not the second
one. The greater proportion of the money
provided for that company is Australian
money, while a fair proportion of it eomes
from New Zealand. The company, however,
is mainly Australian or Australasian.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Tt shonld be a
British company.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I quite agree with
that contention.

Mr, Teesdale: It should, but if the Brit-
ish won’t come up to the scratch, what
then ?

Hon. 8. \WW. MUNSIE: The promofer of
the company was the same individual who
operated on the North-West coast last year.

Mr. Teesdale: A good few of the em-
ployees in the old company, particalarly at
the shore station, were Britishers.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Nearly all were.
Only the expert men on the boats were Nor-
wegians.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, the harpooners,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The others were
paid aceording to Ausiralian conditions,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is all
right so long as the profits come to us in
Australia.

Hon. S. W, MUNSIE: The same agree-
ment prevailed this year as prevailed last
year. Actually a loss was made on the
operations last vear and a representative
was sent to Norway on the present occasion
in order to raise more money. A new com-
pany was formed in Norway and that com-
pany operated this year, and under the con-

A Norwegian
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ditions governing the operalions, the Austra-
lian shareholders in the earlier company get
5 per cent, which will leave practically
nothing. Some of the shareholders in the
original company are desirous of getting
their money back by putting some info the
second company. I believe they will get ex-
exnetly the same conditions as the Norwegian
company got when they fished on the North-
West coast.

Me. Teesdale: Quite right, too.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: That should be
. S ]
IIon. 8. W, MUNSIE: The company hiz
home stations at Albany and Shark Bay and
intends coming further south to operate off
Albany.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
be a British company.

Hen. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes, almost wholly
Australian.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is good.

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE: Although it does
not come within the scope of my depart-
ment, I believe that the company will have
exactly the same conditions and the same
rights as the Norwegian company has.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The company
shounld not get any less surely.

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: Naturally ihe
other company is objecting, because it is
said that if we lease the right to the second
company to Fsh in southern waters, the latter
will get the first of the cateh as the whales
go north and the first company will only get
the leavings,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: But on the other
band, when the whales are coming south, the
Australian company will get the leavings,
after the Norwegian company has had the
first of the cateh. Thus it is a question of
fifty-fifty. I shall be pleased if the company
does a3 well as the Norwegian company did
this year, and if it does, the profits will be
distributed in Australia.

BRat that will

Vote put and passed.
Vote — Aborigines (Southern portion),
£10,455:

Mr. THOMSON: At the foot of the Is-
timates it is set out that the estimated re-
venue amounts to £388. How is that made
up?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: It is anticipated
that that revenue will he derived from or-
dinary collections on aceount of permit fees,
the sale of produce and from other sources.

{ASSEMBLY.]

It is anticipated thal the same amount will
be raised as during 1924-23,

Yote put and passed.

Vote—Iisheries, £5,763:
Ttem-—Chief Inspector, £600:

Mr. ANGELO: In view of the scathing
indictmient by the member for Roehourne
(Mr. Teesdale) regarding the company
floated to fish for sharks, as he said, [ wish
to know whether the chief inspector Tus
neglected his duty in that he did not point
out this position. Perhaps, if the Minister
were to ask the chief inspector for his
opinion regarding this company, he would
gain information totally different from that
supplied by the member for Roebourne.

Mr. Teesdale: There is the cable, and
that is good enough.

Mr. ANGELO: Shark eatching was only
one of the avenues for the eompany’s opera-
tions, They intend to deal with turtles and
other valuable marine produnets in that part
of the Stale.

Mr. Teesdale: You may be behind the
scenes. There wns nothing in the eable about
dealing with turtles, but only a lot of tosh.

Mr. ANGELO: To say that the gentle-
man ¢oncerned in this company knows no-
thing about the North-West and has only
been there onee, is not fair to the promoter.

Mr, Teesdale: You cannot deny it.

Mr. ANGELO: The gentleman referred
to, together with a finaneial friend, went
along the North coast at his own expense and
spent thousands of pounds in an endeavonr
to open np the resources there. e travelled
for months along the coastline.

The CHAIRMAN: This item deals with
the chief inspector.

Mr. ANGELO: And I am wondering if
the ehief inspector has been doing his duty.

Mr. Tecsdale: You will get through all
right.

The CHATRMAN: T will ask the hon.
member to confine himself to the item.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know how I can
draw attention to the derelietion of duty on
the part of the chief inspector if I do not
refer to it on this item.

Mr. Teesdale: Tell us something about
the sharks. .

Mr, ANGELO: The expedition took a
valnable camera up North and hon. members
have seen the wonderful educational pictures
that were obtained.
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The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in
this item about educational pictures.

Mr. ANGELO: I enter my protest against
the member tor Hocbourne {alking on some-
thing he knows nothing about.

Item—Temporary Inspeciors, Messengers
and other assistance, £332:

AMr. STUBBS: During the last few years
the supervision over the rivers, which are
valuable for the fish li.e ihey contain, has
not been adeguate.  Pouceing has been
carried on in a barefaced manner, thus pre-
venting the fish from coming in to spawa.
The inspeciors empioyed by the department
ure doing excellent work, but it is impossible
for one inspector stationed at Mandurah to
exercise oversight over all the estuaries and
rivers that How into the Peel Inlet. This
means a couple of bundred miles of water
for one man lo travel, and it is impossible
for him to do it. Each year during the last
JU years fish has been diminishing at an
extruordinary rate, and it is diflicult to pget
a decent haul with a rod and line in a whole
day. This is due to two causes, one of which
is poaching and the other is (he presence
of about 104,000 cormorants, which destroy
three to four lbs. of fish per head per day.
It was the practice of the department to
supply ammunition to local fishermen to de-
stroy these pests, but lately that practice
bas been abolished. This matter should be
brought under the notice of the inspector,
or it will be only a little time before the
public, instead of pay 1s. for fish, will
be paying 2s. I trust some effort will he
made to inecrease the number of inspectors
to check the men who deliberately stretch
their rets across the rivers at night time and
remove them at daylight. I am informed
they have signals to eommunicate with each
other when an inspector is approaching.
When an inspeector reaches the upper end
of the lakes near Pinjarra, they are ab the
mouth casting their nets all night long and
destroying fish by the bundred. They do
not send the smal] fish to the markets: they
destroy them. Thus it will be only a matter
of a little time before our waters are de-
pleted.

Mr. LATHAM: I endorse what the mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr, Stubbs) has said, par-
tieularly regarding the rivers in the South-
West. We have a most beautiful spot on
the B'ackwood River, and the whole of the
fish has been netted out by people who travel
thither in motor frueks. This should be an
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atiractive spot where our own people could
get enjoyment, but it has been spoilt. This
applies also to Denmark. I hope the Min-
ister will hgve additonal inspectors ep-
pointed to preserve the fish in the interests
of our own people. In the South-West we
have one of the most beantiful spots in Auns-
fralia. We should preserve the fish for line
fishing, and prohibit the use of nets in those
rivers.

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Minister indi-
cate how the estimated revenue of £16,540
is made up?

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: I will bring
the request of the members for Wagin
and York under the nolice of the
Minister  controlling  the  department.
Something should be done to prevent
poaching.

Mr. Stubbs: Two months ago I seized
two nets valued at £30 that were stretched
across the mouth of the Murray River, and
handed thern over to the authorities.

Hon. 3. W. MUNSIE: In reply to the mem-
ber for Katanning, the revenue last year was
£12,530. We expect to get extra revenue
this year on account of opening the opossum
season for six weeks from the 1st of the
month.

Mr. Thomson: From what will the rev-
cntue be derived?

Hon. 8ir W, MUNSILE: 1 have not that
information available,

Mr. SAMPSON: What is the royalty
rroposed to be levied on opossum skins?
Two or three years ago there was an open
season for opossums and a very large num-
ber were takem, so large that many people

_thought the opossum had been wiped out.

I hope the Minister will increase the roy-
altv. It would be a paying propesition if
an additiona! 6d. were charged. This in-
crease would not unduly diminish the in-
terest taken in securing opossum skins.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I helieve the roy-
alty to be charged this year will be the
same as that charged on the previou occa-
sion.

Mr. THOMSON: Has the Minister avail-
able details of the revenne derived from the
royalty on kangaroo skins? I should like
to know the districts from which revenue
was received and what would he the loss if
the department suspended the royalty for
six or 12 months in order to thin out the
kangaroos,



1946

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: I have not the
particulars.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Friendly Societies and Registry,
£9,292; Gaols, £23,620—agreed to.

Vote—Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£RR352:

Ttem—Wharfingers, Jetty and Tramway
Wages, ete., £11,000:

Mr. THOMSON: Where is this amount
expended for salaries?
Hon. S. W. Munsie; I eannot say.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Lunacy and Incbriates, £100,169;
Observatory, £1,581—agreed to.

Vote—State Children and OQOutdoor Re-
Mef, £102,685:

Item—Payment to Women on whom chil-
dren are dependent, £58,000:

Miss HOLMAN: Can the Mimster ar-
range not to reduce the amount paid to
women wlen they go out and do a little
work? From the information I have, if a
woman is given an allowance for two chil-
dren and herself, which would amount to
27s. a week, and goes out and does a day’s
work, the amount she earns is subtracted
from the amount that she would otherwise
receive from the department. If she had
a daughter of 13 or 14 who was able to
look after the other children, and the mother
went out to work, the allowance would be
reduced.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I recognise there are
hardships in many cases, but it is necessary to
lay down some principle under which to
operate. I have laid down the principle that
9s. per week per person, including the
mother, is to be the maximum, I realise that
9s. is probably not enough, but it is all 1
can spend at present. I eannot get any more

funds. With regard tfo the earnings
of a family, it is not an ahsolutely
rigid decison that where the mother

earns anything the amount she is re-
ceiving from the department, is reduced.
In some instances T admit it is, and it must
be.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is not in all cases,

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: No. I have had
applications which have resulted in a good
deal of argument, letter writing, and depu-
tations. In one case I proved that no less
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than £6 lds. per week was going into the
house. There are many cases in the metro-
politan area where the husband is at work
every day of the week and where sustenance
has to be given.

Mr. Mann: Those are exceptional eases.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, but it is in
regard to those eases that there is often a
good deal of outery. I can quote a case to-
day where a man is earning £4 a week and
where the wife is getiing sustenanee. They
cannot live without assistance. It is in-
stanees of this kind that prove that we have
no rigid rule.

Mr, Teesdale:
there?

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: Seven, and the
eldest is twelve. The husband is working
away from home and has to pay 30s. weekly
for his own keep. His wife has to live in
the metropolitan area, pay rent, and support
the children. I am endeavouring to induce
the hushand to take his family where he is
working. I have even gone so far as fo en-
deavour to get them and their goods and

How many children are

.chattels taken free of transport charges to

where the husband is. Recently I agreed to
a further extension of sustenance for eight
weeks in the hope of bringing this abont.
It must be recognised that the department
has to stop somewhere. Otherwise, the vote
instead of being £56,000, will be swelled to
perhaps £80,000,

Mr. Teesdale: It is any disadvantage for
an applieant to have a home of her own?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: None whatever.
We take into consideration the earnings that
go into the home, the actual expenditure in
rent and tates and taxes. There are hund-
reds receiving assistance to-day that glory
in the fact that they are able to go out and
earn something, They have that independ-
ent Australian spirit that they want to earn
for themselves.

Miss Holman: In some cases the children
are too young to earn anything.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Quite so. Gener-
ally speaking, the department in this State
will be found to compare more than favour-
ably with similar departments in other parts
of the Commonweaith,

Mr. TEESDALE: I know of ecases that
bear out exactly what the Minister has said.
A widow with four ehildren who had a home
in ome of the suburbs and carned a little
money as a charwoman, took a position in
the North, and it happened at times that.she
had to cook in a kitchen where the tempera-
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ture was 116 in the shade. 1t can be imag-
ived the kind of life that woman had, frying
chops in the kitchen under such conditions.
In the end she found she conld not remain
another summer and came down. While she
was in the Norith she had her ehildren down
here in a home and sent various small sums
of money to an agent to expend it to the
best of his ability. This we know agents
always do; we can always be certain that
an agent will give 193. 8d. valne for every
pound! Unfortunately there was not much
done for the money sent down and on her
arrival in Perth the woman found that there
was £115 arrears in sustenance to be made
up in respeet of the children. For some
reason or other they came under State con-
trol and they looked to her to pay. I bap-
pen to know that Alr. Watson has the case
before him, having been submitied hy the
member for the district. Mr. Watson in-
tends to do the best he ¢an for the woman.
As soon as she gets a home together and is
able to make it fit fo live in, she will take
the children from the institution and loek
after them. I hope the Minister will treat
the case leniently and so give her a chance
to get on her feet. I feel certain there will
be no more thankful widow in Western Ang-
tralia and she is a nice widow too, I don'l
mind telling you.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I do not know the
case to which the hon. member has referred,
but T do not think he need worry at all about
the lady nof receiving sympathelic treai-
ment, We are not hard hearted, though in
some cases it is necessary to take a firm
stand.

Ttem—Outdoor relief, including services
incidental thereto, £7,400:

Myr. SLEEMAN: Is there any way by
which a man, who is unable to earn his own
living, can obtain outdoor relief under this
vote? There is at Fremantle a man who
lost his sight whilst fighting under the Aus-
tralian flag. Nothing but starvation seems
to be facing him unless the State is prepared
to render assistance. The Federal Govern-
ment will not do anvthing for the man.
Can the State do anything until the Federal
Governwent are approached again to indaee
them to stand up to their obligations?

Hon.” 8. W. MUNSIE: Has application
for assistanee been made to the Federal Glov-
ernment? The case quoted has not come
under my notice. Ountdoor relief is for sueh
cases as that particular one. We have laid
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it down, however, that where a man is re-
ceiving an invalid or old age pension we do
nof assist.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Apart from which
Government is in power, I know that if a
genuine case can be advanced, the gentlemen
administering the department will aiways
treat it sympathetically and fairly.  The
Minister for Lands was one of the first in the
State to stiy himself in this direction. There
is no doubt, however, that eare must be ex-
ercised, otherwise the department will be im-
posed upon.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, State Labour Burcau, £2,691:

ltem—Advanced fares not reeoverable,
£700:

Mr. LATHAM: This seems to be a big
sum of money for fares not recoverable.

Houn. G. Taylor: You do not knew much
about if.

Mr, LATHAM : Last year £350 was voted
and £426 was spent. This year we get £700.
Apparently there is nut quite the hold on
that expenditure that there ought to be.
In most eases it is recoverable. The depart-
meni admits that, It is all right spending
public money, but we require to see that it
is recouped as far as possible. The item
has been almost doubled in one year.

Mr. MANN: 1 am not surprised at see-
ing the amount of £700 for this item; I
should not have heen surprised if it had
been double that amount. Probably I have
been the means of increasing the amount
by some hundreds of pounds.

The Minister for Works: Do you sign a

guarantee?
Mr. MANN: You give notice of that
question. Prior to becoming a member of

Parliament I signed one gunarantee, but the
Government let me off. Frequently men
who have secured positions in the country
and have no means of getting there come
to see me about it. In every instance, when
I am satisfied with the applicants’ bona fides,
I approach {he officials of the State Labour
Bureau and they issue a pass.

Mr. Latham: But why not make the re-
cipients refund the cost?

Mr. MANN: Tt frequently happens that
when they are on their way up to the job
they meet with some other employer who
offers them a dollar a week more, and they
go off to his job; so, not reaching their
original destination, they are lost sight of
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by the officials of the State Labour Bureau.
There have been scores of such instances.
When I found the bureau had stopped issu-
ing passes I went and asked why; the officer
showed me that it had been foreed upon
them, for the reason I have given,

Mr. Latham: But you are only going to
encourage those who do not repay.

Mr. MANN: Even so, is it not worth while
to get a man out of {he city into a country
job? I hope the Minister will not reduce
the item, for if he does it will inconvenience
me considerably when I want to get men
away to the ecountry.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSILE: 1 do not think the
member for York {(Mr. Latham) has very
much in he concerned about. The aetual
repayments are extremely satisfactory. For
the first two months of the eurrent finaneial
vear we issued credit fares to nearly double
the total for the whole of last year; and last
year we nearly doubled the fizures of the
previous year .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Because there
were more unemployed ahout.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No, because we
were o little more liberal in granting eredit
fares.

Mr. Latham: Your vote was excessed by
only £2(10,

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Becanse a very
large proportion of the amount advanced
was refunded.

Mr. Latham: You ought to colleet 100
per cent. of it.

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: That is not pos-
gible, The people for whom the hon, mem-
ber fought so hard bhere a little while ago,
and who take the last penny from the un-
employed, are largely to blame for the item.
If the hon. member would bave something to
say about them, and make them pay the
fares, we shonld he able to reduce this item;
for many of the credit fares issued have been
required because the man looking for work
had to pay the private employment broker
for his job, and so bankrupt himself.

Mr. Sampson: Youn mean that, after pay-
ing the hroker’s fee, he would not have a
penny left for travelling?

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE : That has happened
frequently during the last six months, and
because of it the man securing a job from
a private broker has had to come to me for
a pass. Otherwise the policy of the depart-
ment is not to advanee u credit fare fo a
man who has secured a job from a private
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employment broker. It is a bit impudent
for such a man to come io us for a railway
pass.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I was
surprised to hear what the Minister had to
say about the private employment brokers.
I doubt if a man out of work for long has
a fee to pay to the private employment
broker; more likely is it that he would go
{n the Siate Lalkour Burean. However, in
his desire to damage the private employment
broker, the Minister brings the private
broker's client under the vote. The position
is, ot course, that if the State Labour Bur-
eau cannot find work, men looking for work
muost go where they can get it. These credit
fares have always been issued; in my time
we did not allow men to walk to their johs
up country. I have known a man send back
his fare five years afterwards,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The same thing is
happening to-day.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I remem-
ber a couple-of men getting a railway fare
to Cue, worth £8. Half way to Cue they
took another job and sent down as refund
£4, the first money they earned, and asked
to be let off the halance. In the past the
workers have repaid these credit fares very
well; they have been partienlarly honest
about it.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I am pleased to hear
you arguing against the member for York,
who apparently has not much eompassion
for these men. :

Mr. Latham: I did not say that.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But why
should this item be increased? The Minister
shows a revenue of £25. I know that a
great many of the workers repay their fares.
Where is that repayment shown? The
amount of £426 expended last year does not
represent a fraction of the railway passes
issumed,

Lieut.-Colonel Dentorn: How many trips
does one man have?

Hopn. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: If he
does not make repayment he does not get &
second trip, or not under his own name.
After all, the department does not take very

much risk. I was surprised to hear the
Minister attack the private employment
broker.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I told you what has
setuallv la-nened at least half-a-dozen
times fo my knowledge.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: How-
ever, the question is, las a3 man got a good
job to go to, and will he repay his fare?
In most instances the men do. The member
for York did not objeet to the Minister
issuing fares; what he objected to was
the men having to walk about withoui work.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That is not what he
said.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If I were
the Minister I should not say much about
the number of credit fares I had to issue.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Tt is better to give
a2 man a railway fare to take him to a job
than to keep him in the metropolitan area.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Siill, L
cannot see why the item should be increased.
The Minister certainly has not explained it.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: We expect to issne
a greater number of credit Fares, and we ex-
peet also to receive a lower percentage of re-
payments.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 repudiate the Minis-
ter’s statement that I like to see men earry-
ing their swags about the country.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: T did net say that.
I ask for a withdrawal,

Mr. LATHAM: Very well, I withdraw.
Actually T object to seeing men carrying
swags about the country. llowever, there is
nu need to increase the item, for we ought to
insist upon repayment of the money ad-
vaneed. The Minister said in effect that 1
had barracked for ihe private employvment
brokers. I never have done so. If the Min-
ister had introduced legislation compelling
the employvers to pay railway fares for their
employees, his Bill would have had more
support from this side.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
day.

Mr. LATHAM: Why i it not admin-
istered? If things are not as they should be

the Honorary Minister shounld complain to
Cabinet.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: We do not adimmn-
isier private registry offices,

Mr. LATHAM: They are eontrolled by
Act of Parliament. ILast year there was an
excess of only £76 and nuw an additional
£274 is being asked for. T do not mind that
so long as we recejve value for the money..
People should be given railway fares who
would otherwise be oblimed to walk about
the eountry.

That is the law to-
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Item—Goldfields lads, free fares, £108:

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: The expenditure under
this head last year was £209, and this year it
has been reduced to £103. I suppose there
is some reasen fcr the reduction.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Last year's expendi-
ture covered two years.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Education (Hon. J. M.
Drew, BMinister); the Honorary Minister
(Hon, § W. Munsie) in charge of the
Votes.

Vote—Jinister fur Fducation, £594,509:

HON. 5. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Minister
—Hannans) [93]: Members will realise
that I am not in a position to give as much
detail upon these Estimates as if I were
adwinistering the dej artmeni.

Hon. G. Taylor: We do not expeet if.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The estimated ex-
penditure for this year is £594,509, or £9,048
more than it was last vear. For the years
192122, 1922-23, 1923-24, the department’s
net expenditure per head of the population
amounted to £1 11s. 8d. or £1 11s, 9d. Last
year it was brought down to £1 1ls. 1%&d,,
and this year it will be £1 10s. 96. The num-
ber of ehildren in the primary schools is at
present fairly stadoenary, The effect of the
diminished birth rate during the war is now
being shown in the number of children of
school age. While the number in some of the
larger schools, espocially at the goldfields, is
declining, the number of small country
schools is always growing. Small schools in
many distriets have been closed, arrangements
having been made for driving children, gen-
erally in a motor van, to larger schools.
While this provides the children with a some-
what better education it means very little re-
duction in cost. Children in small schools
cost twice or three times as much as those in
larger schools, and the growth of small
schools must mean higher expenditure. There
is one pleasing feature in connection with
the Estimates, namely, that the qualifications
of the teaching staffs, especially in the small
schools, bave constantly improved, and the
number of unclassified teachers is deereasing,
In the last pine years the percentage of un-
classified teachers has fallen from 38.4 per
cent. to 18.7. As the proportion of properly
equipped teachers rises, the number of low
salaries deereaves. Additions to the wages
of caretakers and cleancrs have added about
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£80¢ a year to the expenditure. Last year
there was a long discussion on driving al-
lowances.

Hon. G. Taylor: But not this session.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: There has been no
cutting this year. The cost of driving child-
ren lo school is estimated at £13,500.

Hon. G. Taylor: A nice sum, too.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: This includes £3,-
1060 for contractors, and enables the depart-
ment to elose small schools or te avoid es-
tablishing them. It also ineludes £8,400 by
way of allowances of Gid. a day to parents
whose incomes does not exceed £400 a year,
and who drive their own children to school
from long distances, outside the radius of
compulsory attendance. The correspondence
classes represent another pleasing feature
about the department.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are a great success.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes. The infor-
mation I have from the director of educa-
tion is that the classes countinue fo grow.
Over 1,100 children are being taught en-
tirely by this means. Supplies of papers are
sent out to small schools from which chil-
dren will obtain the benefit after passing
through the sixth class. By this means
children in the smallest country school can
obtain advanced instruetion in English,
arithmetic, book-keeping, mensuration, ag-
ricultural science, economie geography, and
home economiecs. 1 am given to understand
that the ¥dueation Department generally is
working exeeptionally well. I have a volume
of information with regard to the various
items contained in the Estimates, and shall
be only too glad to afford members any in-
formation they may desire.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.7]: The
best investment any country ean make is in
the education of its children. We are for-
tunate inasmuch as the department pays
special attention to this question, and has
developed a great sympathy for it, notwith-
standing heavy disabilities. Each year the
amount provided on the Estimates inc¢reases,
but the increase is more than justified. Tt
must be a matter of regret for every Gov-
ernment that more money cannot be found
for this object. The report furnished by
the department shows that the children are
remaining at school longer than has pre-
viously been the ease, and it thus shows an
awakening conscience on the part of the
people as to the importance of edueation.
Unfortunately, however, the attendance has
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slightly decreased. tu 1922 the percentage
of attendances was 89, in 1923 it was 55.22,
and last year it was 87.26, The number of
schools has inereased, Lbut 1 can only vegret
that we have not more sehools. Remarkable
progress has been made in the correspond-
ence classes. Recently 1 had the privilege
of going through ihe head office in Perth
from which the work emanates, and of
poting the methods adopted of providing
this form of education for the outback chil-
dren. By means of these classes excellent
work has been done. At the end of 1924 over
1,000 children were receiving instruction by
this means. Although the teachers do not
come into actual contact with the children
the personal relationship is developed. In-
stances are on record showing that the par-
ents of these children have invited the teach-
ers, whom they Lad never previously seen,
fo visit their farms or boldings out in the
backblocks. The close intimacy that is de-
veloped is brought about to an extent by the
writing of the story of the home, and alse
by means of photographs. Photographs are
tuken and developed, and by this means
the teachers get to know their pupils
and to understand and appreciate their sur-
roundings, as well as estimate the difficulties
with which they have to contend. More at-
tention could possibly be paid to the estab-
lishment of rural schools. I visited the rural
school at Nambour in Queensland. This is
an important agricultural centre on the main
Brisbane-north line, on the Marochy
River. Af this school wood work, tin work,
forge work and domestic science are taught.
The scholars comprise hoth boys and girls.
It is an interesting institution. At Wicke-
pin and Toodyay there are schools on simi-
lar lines, but I gather that although progress
has been made, they have not yet reached
the stage attained at Nambour. 1 mention
this in passing, because I realise the out-
standing importance of giving to the chil-
dren of settlers, and indeed to all children
in the State, the widest possible opportunity
to become mentally equipped and thereby
able to face the competition which inevitably
awaits them n later life.

HON. BIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.16]: I notice a small increase in
the Vote and am surprised to find that £9,000
is sufficient to meet the expenditure conse-
quent on the opening of so many new
schnols. Fortunately we have more children
in the State now than we had a few years
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ago. Year by year the number is increasing.
1 do not complain at all abont the amount
of the Vote. As regards secondary educa-
tion, we have built high schools at Albany,
Bupbury, Northam and Geraldton, putting
up magoificent buildings in the three towns
. first named.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
goorlie.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The high
school at Kalgoorlie was opened years ago.
§ hope the school at Geraldton will soon be
opened.

The Minister for Lands: Let us provide
primary schools first.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
provide primary schools, and secondary
schools as well. Children living in the ecoun-
try sheuld certainly be afforded the advant-
ages that are obtainable at, for instance,
Northam. I know how the people there ap-
preciate the opportonity of sending their
children to the high school. The Northam
High School, and high schools elsewhere, draw
children from all paris of the State—from
the goldfields and the North-West. As the
Minister knows, the children receive a living
allowance of £30 a year. 1t is a very good
thing for those children to go into the agri-
cultural distriets, apart from the tuition they
receive there. Their residence in the agri-
cultural distriets helps to give them a lean-
ing towirds agrieulture. The trouble is that
there is no place for these children to board
at exeept private houses, where the teachers
have no control over them. I consider that
the Government should provide accommoda-
tion where the children can board together
and be under the confrol of the teachers, It
is only right that boys and girls of from 14
to 17 should be under proper control. Par-
entz at a distance must he a litttle anxious
unless they know that their children are well
cared for. Many of the students want a
little firmer control than can be exercised
by the people who take them into their homes.
The Minister might look into that matter
and see whether provision cannot be made
for the housine of the children. T am aware
that this would involve the expenditure of
a considerable sam of money. However, the
cost ecan he met partly by the present aflow-
ance for hoard. The upkeep of the board-
ing-honses should not fall heavily on the
Government.

Hon. S, W. Munsie: Do you suggest that
the board should be free?

Do not omit Kal-
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. The
pupils pay now, and those payments would
be enough to meet the cost of the board,
though the (fovernment would not get suffi-
cient money to cover the interest on capital
outlay. I know the teachers think it is es-
sential that they should exercise control over
the children to a greater extent than is pos-
gible now. The schools are doing excellent
work. The State gets splendid value for the
money cxpended on education. Certainly no
one wishes to see this Vote reduced.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.24]: I am
pleased that the Glovernment have increased
this vote by £9,000, showing that they rea-
lise the need for attending to the edueation
of our children. 1 should have liked to see
a much larger increase, as the country dis-
tricts are growing by leaps and bounds.
Land is being taken up far back, and often
8 seftler has to take his wife and children
with him. To leave the children without
education at the period of their lives when
they are most capable of aecquiring it would
be a great hardship. I congratulate the
Government on having built schools in out-
back distriets. They have shown themselves
very sympathetic in that respect. With re-
mard to consolidating schools, in one part of
my electorate the department have recom-
mended consolidation, and the parents are
up in arms against the proposal, which they
regard as unworkable. On the other hand,
in another part of my electorate the people
are petitioning for a consolidated schaol and
the department will not agree to it. Where
is the department’s consisteney? Are the
consolidated schools a success or not? In
larger schools edueation is likely to he more
effective because of the number of teachers.
In a country school with one teacher for 25
or 30 children it is not possible to give each
child much individual attention. The Minister
said that the department are gradually get-
(ing away trom unelassified teachers, I ecan,
however, certify that unclassified teachers
have done a great deal of good in outback
districts. A teacher just out of the Train-
ing College, probably a young girl, would
get the blues in such a place. It is not
altogether right that a young girl should be
placed in charze of a number of children
out in the bush, and that is where the on-
elascified tea~her comes in. A farmer’s
danghter of 18 or 19, having had a fair
education, is often able to take a school with
great advantage. A qualified teacher prob-
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ably would not stay there. In the back-
blocks acconunodation is often very poor,
and in fact guite unsuitable for a young
girl from the city. In a rccent case I saw
only a few bags and saplings available as
accommodation for the teacher. That,
again, is where the unclassified teacher comes
in. As regards the driving allowanee, I
do not know how the department work
out the caleulation, but I understand
that any man with an ineome of over
£400 i1s not entitled to the allowanmce. I
do not know whether a claimant of the
allowance bas to submit a statement of
his financial position to the Education De-
partment. However, when people send
their children five and six miles to school,
it is only right that they should be granted
the allowance of 6d. per child per week.

The Minister for Lands: If a man has
£400 a year, he should be prepared to pay
ta carry his child to school.

Mr, BROWN: As regards scholarships,
the position is that the children of poor peo-
ple in the country are sent to town with an
allowance of £30, on which it is almost im-
possible to board them here. The result is
that after a little while the parents have to
take the children away, although possibly
showing brilliant talents. Where a c¢hiid
displays exceplional promise, the whole of
the allowanee should be given by way ot
board. I congratulate the (tovernment on
being imbued with the necessity for looking
after our children, and I would make a
specisl plea for the child in the bush. In
ithe eities we find splendidly equipped schools
at every half-mile. I hope, therefore, that
when application is made to the Governmen?
for a school outback, they will not turn a
deaf ear but will give the settlers a chanec
to give their children an eduecation.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [9.28]: I wish
to pay a ftribute to the work of the parents
and citizens’ associations who have done
much to serve the interests of the children
at our State schools. Excellent work has
been done by the asscciation in my distriet.
I would like to touch on the necessity for
incaleating knowledge regarding health mat-
ters among the rising generation. At pres-
ent moeh time is spent in gaining knowledge
that is of little use to them in the future.
The result is that when the children leave
school. they do not know anything about
the laws of health as thevy affect their bodies
and their daily lives. We have only to lock
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around the streets and see the numbers of
patent medicines and other preseriptions
that are offered to the public, to emphasise
the fact that it is only when people reach
middle life that they begin to know how
very important the question of health is to
them. I would like to ask the Minister how
far he has been able to earry out the promise
conveyed in an answer to a question re-
garding brown bread. He said that he was
prepared to consider the advisability of
stressing the benefits that would arise from
the introduction of a brown bread diet, by
means of propaganda condocted through
their schools. I trust that has been done.
There are many other aspeets in connection
with health matters that could with prufif be
taught to the children when young but which,
unfortunately, so many bhave to learn in
middle life. 'We have only to look around to
see that that is so. Many people reach the
age of 45 or so before they commence to
appreciate the position regarding health mat-
ters. Thus, it is largely a matter of chance
in these days. 1 would suggest to the Min-
ister that he should arrange for a series
of lectures in order to deal with these ques-
tions, There is much in the ¢ld Latin edict
about a healthy mind in a healthy body.
At the present time the only part of that
ediet that is obscrved is that which relates
to the healthy mind. The body is left to
a great oxtent to look after itself.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.31]: Several
bon. members have pointed out the desir-
ability of increasing the expenditure under
the Hducation Vote. We must remember
that a man ean only cut his coat according
to his cloth. As the cnstodians of the pub-
lic purse we must remember that adage and
see that this Vote, in common with others,
iz not inereased umdnly until we are out of
the financial wood. e are still working on
a deficit. The Education Vote has continued
to increase alarmingly. In 1915 when our
population was 318,766, the expenditure
on education was £326,905, or slightly over
£1 per head. In 1922 when the population
had inercased by 25,000 only, the expendi-
ture on education had jumped up to
£529,946, or just a little over 30s. per head,
representing an inerease of 50 per cent.

Ion. . Taylor:
toa.

Mr. ANGELO: Last year with a popu-
lation of 365,222 the vote had still further
increased to £594,509, or about £1 12s. 6d.

And it keeps jumping,
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per head. Thus, an inerease of practically
12s. Gd, per bhead has been shown over that
period of 10 years. I am pleased to note
that during last year the Minister was able
to keep within his Estimates aud to make a
saving of £7,546. It is alsp gratifying to see
that the Minister is asking for only £1,498
more than the Estimates for last year. I
trust the Minister will continue to keep a
tight rein on the expenditure of the Educa-
tion Department. We do not want to be nig-
gardly regarding money spent on education,
but we must keep that expenditure in cheek.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [0.34]: In
the eountry districts, where the population 18
small, diflieultics are experienced in connec-
tion with educational matters. I realise the
benetits of schools suth as are in existenee at
Harvey and Donnybrook and there is room
for further extension in the provision of
sueh schools in our country districts. I hope
the Education Department will take that into
consideration, bearing in mind that the South-
West is developing rapidly, Although there

_may be instances where difiienlties stand in
the way of making necessary provisions for
eduecational facilities, mueh ecould be done
to benefit the lot of the children, I know dif-
fleulty is experienced in some instances in
securing a sufficient number of children with-
in a radius of four miles so as to allow of a
school being provided. Ewverything possible
should be done to get good accommodation
for the children. I trust the department will
continue with the good work and see that,
with the proviston of exira money, yreater
advantages are provided for the country chil-
dren. T realise the value of correspondence
classes, but in many directions that value
does not apply to country households. The
parenis have not the time to assist in the
tuition, althouzh satisfactory results are ob-
tained where the older children help along
the vonnger ones. The item relating to
manudl training appeals to me. We have
not progressed far enough in connection with
the High Schools, particularly in regard to
mannal training. Roys who attend High
Schools, sueh as those at Albany and Bun-
bury, come from seattered areas, whereas the
bovs who ean attend the Teehnieal School or
the Modern School in Perth come from a
more concenirated part where there are
advantages that are not available fo the
children in the outlving areas. That was
proved recentlv when applications +were
ralled far positions in the Midland Junne-

1953

tion workshops, It was found that, owing to
the greater advantages available in the met-
ropolitan area, the boys from the country
districts bad to take second place to those
of the metropolitan area. I trust the Min-
ister will regard this matter seriously, I
hope increased expenditure will be available
along the lines I Lave indicated, so that the
eountry children may get more consideration
than they have received in the past.

MR, LATHAM ({York) [9.37]: The
money we are asked to vote under the head-
ing of education is twice as much as that of
any other Vole, apart from those relating to
punblic utifities. I am rather surprised to
hear hon. mmembers say that they would de-
sire an increase in the Vote. e have to
realisc that the whole of this money has to
ba found by way of direct taxation. Very
little revenue is raised to meet the expendi-
ture unless it be from such institutions as the
High Schools and the Narrogin School of
Agriculture.

Mr. Thomson: No fees are ¢harged at the
High Sehools.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so, but revenue
is derived from the Narrogin School of Ag-
rieulture. I propose to ask the Minister what
is the revenue received from that institution.
We have to eduecate our children, but at the
same time we have to be very careful re-
garding the expenditure of the money. We
must realise that the expenditure grows very
rapidly. The member for Gascoyne has
pointed out how rapidly it bas grown during
the past 10 years. [ understand that with
the revenue received from the sale of stock
and prodoce and as a resuli of money raised
in other directions, the Schoo! of Agricul-
tore is practically self-sapporting. I am
anxions to see the accommnodation af the
school inereased in order that the country
children may gain the advantace of the ele-
mentary technical knowledge that is taught
at the school. When teachers are sent into
the coanntry distriets they should not be kept
there, hut should he transferred to the eity
after some time. T do not think it is right
that a girl shonld be sent out into the coun-
try and kept there. It is a quiet life and it
would be better if the conntry teachers were
transferred back to Perth after a while and
the Perth teachers sent out into the conntry.
There is litHla social enjovment for them and
some consideration shounld he shown to the
girls who are located in the eonntry areas.
The accommadation for teachers in the eoin-
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try districts should receive attention. There
are girls at Bruce Roek who have to pay £2
15s. a week for accommodation at the Bruee
Rock State Hotel. Thai is a very unfair
impost, more particularly as there has been
an increase of 10s. comparatively recently,
It is only right that girls in the country dis-
{ricts should look for the best accommoda-
tion available. Naturally they will not go to
a cheap boarding house where the accommo-
dation may be suitable for men only. More
consideration should be shown to the girls
than is extended to them at, for instance,
the Bruce Rock hotel. Some time ago they
bad to pay £2 5s. a week. I think the
Minister should take up this matter with the
Minister in eharge of State hotels with a
view to making the charge £2 5s. It is too
much to ask girls fo pay £2 15s. a week.

Mr. Teesdale: What salary do they re-
ceive? :

Mr. LATHAM: . From £4 to £5 a week,
We do not wish to give the giris charity, bat
1 think {hey should receive the same con-
sideration and gel the samne concessions as
other civil servanis.

The Minister for Agriculture:
has this been going on?

Mr. LATHAM: For three or four months,
I disoussed this matter with the Minister,
but I do not seemi to be able to get on the
sympathetic side of his nature.

How long

Mr. Thomson: Surely the girls could get

decent accommodation in private homes.
\h.LATHALL'lhu;sdmmunlnnmny
country distriets. 1t is all right in places
like Katanning and Wagin where,there are
plenty of private houses, but it is different
in a centre like Bruce Rock where there are

mostly business premises. Frequently women’

do not like taking into their houses young
girls who want a certain amount of con-
sideration,

ME. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.42]: 1
am inclined to support the remarks of the
member for Gaseoyne (Mr. Angelo).
one who suggests a reduction in the Fduca-
tion Vote runs.a risk of making himself
unpopular. 1 sometimes wonder whether
we are getting good value for the money
expended in this direction.  Educationists
will contend that knowledze of all kinds is
pot waste. I will.not argue that point, but
in view of the figures gnoted by the member
for (Gascoyne, hon. members should realise
that we have our defieit with us still and,
judging by the way the returns are showing

Any-.
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go far, the Treasurer will probably suceeed
in the defieit he has budgeted for.  The
annual report of the Director of Education
is an interesting one and hon. members
will find on page 5 the following informa-
tion :—

The numbers in the Industrial Course have

risen by 18, and are nearly cqual to those
of the boys in the commereial and profes-
gional courses togethier. Boys who have been
through these classes have a pgood ground-
work for subsequent study of any skilled
trade, and have also 2 most useful equipment
for work on the land. The difficulty of ob-
taining snitable employment in skilled trades
has deterred some parents from enrolling
their boys in this course. A scheme has now
been started for enabling the city boys to
get employment on the land, and this should
provide openings for boys who cannot obtain
apprenticeships in skilled trades,
I do not wish to give a dissertation on the
apprenticeship question because it would
give rise to a very keen debate, bui there
i8 a very preguant statement made by the
Director of Education. He points out one
of the great difficnlties with which parents
in Western Australia are faced, namely, to
know what to do with their boys. I regret
to say that the restrictions placed om ap-
prentices in many trades are detrimental and
do not give our boys an opportunity to the
extent desired to carn a living as artisans.
The member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
mentioned the difficulties confronting eoun-
try boys regarding the educational fest, and
those who know the facilities provided in the
metropolitan area, as compared with the
country distriets, realise thal the boy in the
country is very much handicapped as against
the boy bred in the metropolitan area. When
we reach the Railway BEstimates, this is one
phase that I shall touech upon. When the
call for apprentices is made for the Gov-
ernment workshops, I shall urge that a eer-
tain - number of vacancies be reserved for
boys from the country, As the member for
Bunbury pointed out, the country boys are
mvariably outclassed by the boys in the eity,
who have enjoyed better opportunities. A
scheme has been submitted to enable eity
boys to get employment on the land. That
seems to be an exeellent scheme,

The Minister for Lands: What scheme
is that?

Mr. THOMSON
Chandler’s scheme.

The Minister for Lands
in that.

I presume it is Mr,

: I do not see much
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Mr. THOMSON: Whatever the scheme
may be, the Director of Education has seen
fit to include a reference to it in his report.

The Minister for Lands: T suppose he
means the Narrogin school farm. That is
the only scheme in operation to-day.

Mr. THOMSON: No, that is a distinet
scheme. Qutside of that a scheme has now
been started to enable the city boys to get
employment on the land, which should pre-
vide openings for boys who cannot obtain
apprenticeships in the skilled trades.

The Minister for Lands: You can take it
from me that no such scheme bas heen
started.

My. THOMSON: Then the Director of
Education is misleading the House,

The Minister for Lands: There is an agi-
tation for a scheme.

Mr. THOMSON: The Narrogin school
has been in existence for some years. At
the beginning of 1924 there were 70 pupils,
of whom 63 remained at the end of the year.
The director’s report states that the students,
under the guidance of their imstructor, had
in the previons years built a carpentry shop,
A saddlery shop and a dairy. During 1924
they built a blacksmith’s shop, a meat store
and a slanghter house. During 1925 it is
hoped to build a machinery shed and a
garage. That has no reference to the other
scheme. Any scheme that will provide means
lo take boys out of the blind allevs and give
them an opportunity to become independent
will have my support.

Mr. Sleeman: Youn want to give them all
equal chances.

Mr. THOMSON: In theory, all boys and
girls receive equal chances but in practiee
it does not work out that way. The Director
of Education states—

The numbers in the domestie course for
girla showed a decrease of 67. The course is
undoubtedly one of great value for the future
housewives and mothers. The attention of
parents has been drawn to the importauee of
this training, but many of them are doubtful
about the possibility of its leading to direetiy
remunerative work. There is still a large field
to be explored in conneetion with home in-
dustries for women. The course comprises
cookery (including special cookery For inm-
valids), laundrywork, dresseviting, millinery,
knitting and needlework, upholstery, general
housewifery, and prineiples of home-making,
sick-nursing, and the care of infants. Three
hundred and eighty-nine girls took the full
domestie course, while 544 girls, who selected
the commereial course, all received a training,
though not on such an extensive scale, in
domestic subjects.
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It one advertised for a domestic to-morrow,
he would be very lucky if he received one
application. If he advertised for a typist,
& stenographer or an office assistani, he
would receive probably 300 or 4u0 appiica-
tions. .

Hon. G. Taylor: The same applies to men.

Mr. THOMSOXN: That is so. The un-
fortunate part is that, as the outcome of our
education sysiem, honest, hard toil is looked
upon with distavour. By our education sys-
temn we are training the young people to
look for what are called the soft jobs. I do
not blame them for that. Naturally each
one is desirous of getting a soft position,
But there is something wrong with our edn-
cation system.

The Minister for Lands: We are getting
old and some of them will get our jobs
shortly.

Mr, THOMSON : There is something
wrong with a system that creates that desire.
The member for York (Mr. Latham) dealt
with the position of girls who go into the
country.

Hon. G. Taylor: When they go to York,
they all get married:

Mr. THOMSON : I recognise that quite a
number of girls who go to couniry distriets
do not have the comfort they would have in
their own homes. A majority of country
people who take in teachers do so, not be-
cause they desire to have a boarder, but be-
cause they desire to have a school teacher in
the district. In my opinion quite a lot of
trouble arises throngh the girls not fitting
into the country homes. At their own homes
they have, perbaps, been accustomed to a
careful mother who did everything for them,
and when they go to the country they find
that the woman of the home is probably
overworked. Thus, they become dissatisfied,
and so does the woman of the home. The
Edueation Department should provide for a
few more male teachers and make the work
in the outback disiricts more aitractive. If
T bed a davghter, T should prefer to keep
her at home rather than send her to some
new district.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is not right to send
them out.

‘Mr. THOMSON: Where people are in
the pioneering stages, they have not the com-
fortable homes that are to be fonnd in more
settled areas. If more male teachers could
be provided for the outer districts, probably
a great many of the difficulties wounld be
overcome. I have a good deal of sympathy
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for the Educalion Departwent and for many
of the teachers, and 1 have a lot of sym-
pathy for many of the people who have
taken teachers into their homes. We have
no fewer than seven high schools. What
amount has been expended in their erection,
1 do not know. I wish to draw the attention
of the Minister Lo the position in which some
ul our country children are placed. It is
recognised that the I'erth Modern School is
one of the best secondary schools in the
State and that the facilities there provided
are second to nove in Western Australia.
In my distriet quite a number of parents,
whose children had won scholarships, de-
sired that their children should atiend the
Perth Modern School, as in some instances
at any rate the children conld stay with their
grandparents. Unfortunately we had a high
school at Albany, and it was ruled that all
the children in my district who won scholar-
ships must 20 to the Albany Iligh School.
In practice that is probably correct,

Hon. G. Taylor: That obtains everywhere.

Mr. THOMSON: Quite so. Let me refer
io the director's reporl where he says that a
scheme has now been started to cnable the
city boys ta obtain employment on the land.

The Minister for Lands: 1 tell you that
is not sp, No scheme has been started.

Mr. THOMSON: That is merely a state-
ment on the part of the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: T know better
than does the Director of Edoeation. There
is no scheme started. Tt would come under
my control.

Mr. THOMSON: There is a general de-
sire for such a scheme, and meetings have
been held at which a scheme has been pro-
pounded by Mr. Chandler.

The Minister for Lands: 1t was pro-
pounded by the secretary of the Labour
Bureau years hefore Mr. Chandler took it
up.

My, THOMSON: T am prepared to give
the seeretary of the Labour Bureau ecredit
for that; it shows that there are other people
thinking along the same lines as iz Mr.
Chandler, Tlere is a desire in the metro-
plitan area that city lads should be given
an opportunity to go on the land. I con-
sider that we in the country should have &
proportion of the vacaneies in the Perth
Modern School. The examination conld be
made harder, if necessary, but a proportion
of the vacancies should be allocated to coun-
try children who win scholarships. At the
same time we should give eity children an
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opportuuily to go to the country high
schools and interchapge. In that way we
ineuleate into the youth a desire for country
life.

Mr. Davy: Is it not best that a ehild
should be reared in the country?

Mr. THOMSON: That is one of the rea-
sons why | advocate that children reared in
the country should come into the metropoli-
lan atea for their sehonling, and then at the
end of its edueational course the ehild eould
go back. We know, of course, that excel-
lent sehools are provided in the couniry dis-
tricls, though heaven help us if those who
live in the metropolitan area were obliged
to send their children to some of the schools
that are meve shacks. It is not fair either
to serdl wirls into the country 4o teach in
those galvanised iron huildings that are
designated schools.

The Minister for Lands: There are very
tew of them now.

Mr. THOMSON: I can show the Minister
quite & number in my district, where the
voof can be touched by raising the hand,
and where the wind whistles through the
weatherboard in winter tirve, while in sum-
mer the baildings resemble a furnace.

The Minister for Lands: All I can say,
then, is that they have not a good repre-
sentative in Parliament.

Mr. THOMSON: Some of these schools
were built 30 years ago and at that time we
were grateful for anything that was given.
[ am pleased thai there is a high school at
Albany. The average attendance there is
107, but to provide accommodation for that
number it was necessary to spend over
£20,000. T have no objection to that, but
compare the accommodation provided there
with the shacks that still exist in some parts
of the country. I recognise the Govern-
ment’s diffienlty but I feel that we should
appoint & committee to investigate the work-
ing of the Education Depantment. A Royal
Commission was appointed a few vears ago,
and whilst I pay a tribate to the work the
then Minister did, he was astute enough to
select as chairman of that Commission a man
from another State whose system was simi-
lar te ours, His finding, of course, was
written practienlly before he came here.

The Minister for Fands: That is hardlv
fair.

Mr. Teesdale: Go on; any critielsm Is
gond enough for the Mitchell Government.

Mr. THOMSON: I have not criticised the
Mitchell Government and T am surprised at
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the interjection, which is uncalled for and
unjust. I have grave doubts as to whether
the $tate is gefling full value for the money
being expended by the Education Depari-
ment. I cast no reflection upon the officers
of the department. The system has grown
up and we can only deal with it as we find
it. I am pleased that the agricultural col-
lege is about to be started. Ino the past we
bave not paid as much attention to agrieul-
tural education as we should have done, but
that position has now been remedied. I hope
the Minisier will inake a pote of my request
that room should be found in the Modern
School for some of the country children, and
that if there is not sufficient room there,
some of the metropolitan children should he
sent to country distriets,

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [10.12]: The
Minister told us that the cost of edueation
bad been reduced from £1 11s. 9d. per head
in 1922 to £1 10s. 9d. per head last year.
It stands to reason that whilst we increase
our population the cost of edueation must
also increase. T am sorry to hear that the
cost per head has been reduced hecause from
my experience T am sure the people who will
be likely to suffer are these in the countey
distriets. T represent a large area in which
there are a number of new distriets and 1
give the Education Department credit for
trying to meet me whenever I have sub-
mitted a request for a school. My wishes
have been mef by schools that have been
pulled down elsewhere being re-erected in
my clectorate. I suppose if that had not
been done I shonld not have got any schools
at 8ll. I take excention ito these remarks
in the report of the Director of Education—

Of course there ia a great deal more that
might be done if the money were available,
but at least there is no justification here for
the statement that everything is dome for the
town child, and nothing for the country child.
While the average child in a large school costs

£8, the average child in a small schaol costs
£19.

1 do not know whether he snggests that we
should all leave the conntry and live in the
citv. Until soch time as every child has
received primary eduoeation we shonld not
spend any money in other directions. Every
child of school age should have the right 1o
receive primary eduveation.. Therefore we
must do everything we can to keep the chil-
dren at present in the country, in the dis-
triets in which theyx live with their parents.

[69]
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The practice seems to be that if ebildren
come to the city their parents rollow them
at a later date. I have said before that
the system of edueation in Western Angz-
tralia is not suitable for the State inasmuch
as the great majority of the people are earn-
ing their living from the soil. Our eduea-
tional system does produee shorihand writers
and typists, and even doctors and lawyers,
but it leaches the children nothing of agri-
ealture. Yet the bulk of our children arve
living in the country, and their life work
will be in agriculture or in pastoral pur-
suits. One of the chief reasons why people
will not live in the country is that eduea-
tional facilities for their children are not
there. In our loeality we have never had
a school within seven miles, and in conse-
yuenee I and my neighbours have to send
our children to the city for their education.
If one bas any feeling for his children he
will not send them to a small country school,
but will send them to the city, where they
can get a better education. The department
should do more for the country echildren
than it is doing. T went to the School of
Agriculture at Narrogin for a fortnight, and
I there learnt quite a lot that has been
of great advantage to me since. It is a
very fine school. It is a pity more of our
farmers do nol wmake use of it. One goes
in there and learns in theory why one does
certain things in praetice.  As for the
teachers there, I never met a body of mep
to equal them. Their great ambition was to
teach us as mueb as possible within the time.
I hope that nothing will be done to stint that
school, but that, on the other hand, every-
thing will be done to still further improve
it. The correspondence classes bave resulted
in good work, but it is not all parents thai
have the temperament to teach their child-
ren. ln order to do the correspondence clas:
justice, the mother requires to put in thres
or four hours per day with her children
and very few wamen on the farm can d¢
that, seeing thet they have to look after the
house and cook, not eanly for their husband:
and families, but also for the men on the
farm. Some years ago I put up to thi
Director of Education the scheme that, i
order to provide for children in scatfere:
districts, a series of school hostels shouid b
established. Then, instead of having to sen
our children to Perth apd give them a cit
edueation, unsuiting them for the eountry
thev could be sent to eountry cenires wher
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these school hostels were to be found. The
parents would pay for the children’s board,
of course, but the education would still b
free. It would overcome a serious diffienlty
and preclude the necessity for sending the
children to the eity. Our country distriets
are becoming depopulaied because parents
who have been successful ou the land send
their children to the city to be educated and,
quite naturally, come down with them, and
so we are losing the cream of enr country
population. Becanse ot that 1 say our edu-
cational system iz nof{ suited to Western
Australia.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [10.21] :
The annnal report of the Edueation Depart-
ment shows that dental treatment has been
recommended for 27 per cent. of the children
examined. T should have been pleased to
see on the Estimates provision for dental
officers to visit the schools.

Hon. 5. W, Munsie: If you have nof seen
it you have not looked very closely through
the Estimates.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If it is there I am
pleased to know it, and to know that the
children are to have their teeth attended to.
It is of no use educating our children if their
health is going to be impaired. It is non-
sense to inspect the teeth of children and
instroct litile Willie to tell his parents that
his teeth must be attended to, when perhaps
his parents have not the money to pay for
the attention.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: If they have not the
money to have it done privately they can
send their children to any of several Gov-
ernment institutions, or to the Children’s
Hospital, and have their teeth attended to.

My. SLEEMAN: That is not so. T have
known parents who, because they had not
the money for the private dentist, were un-
able to get their children’s teeth attended to.
In South Australia there are eight dental
officers going around the schools, and what
can he done in South Australia we can do
here.

The Minister for Lands: Sonth Aunstralia
has nearly double our population .

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: And in other diree-
tions we are doinez double as much as South
Australia iz doing.

Mr., SLEEMAN: Since South Anstralia
has eieht dental officers (ouring the State,
with balf her population we onght to have
at least four dental officers here, Then, per-
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haps, our children’s teeth would be attended
to. I do not want any preferential treatment
for the mefropolitan area; the same faeili-
ties should be extended to country schools. 1
find the provision on the Estimates is for one
school dentist for six months in the year.
That will not see us far. One dentist will
about cater for Perth. I want to see the rest
of the State cafered for as well. Recently
my own little chap ¢came home with a report
about kis teeth, and had to go the dentist and
take chloroform. I do not want the use of
a State dentist, because I can afford to pay
for attention to my children; but had it been
the cliild of a mman on the breadline the child
would bhave bad to go without the attention,
and so suffer in health. The operation cost
me £2 10s. We should look after the health
of our children, as well as their edueation.
We pay inspectors to go around and drill
our children, but it is far more necessary
that their bealth should be looked to. The
departmental report does not say how many
of the children have had their teeth attended
to.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Very few,

Mr. SLEEMAN: And 27 per cent. of them
require attention. It is the greater reason
why we should have dental officers to attend
to the children’s teeth. Again, the depart-
ment might well give some instruction in
voting. The boys and girls of to-day will be
the men and women of to-morrow, and they
should he instructed in voting at elections.
We all know how many informal votes are
cast at every election,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
did very well this time.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The department could
well inelude instruetion in voting in the eur-
riculum for children in the higher classes.

Hon. (i, Taylor: They might give them
a few lessons with the sliding ballot box.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hon. member has
had plenty of experience of such devices, but
so far T have had none.

The electors

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [10.27]:
1 ask the Minister whether this dental busi-
ness s being taken advantage of to any great
extent? Twenty-seven per cent, is a very
poor average. How long has this free dental
service heen in vogue?

MR. MANN (Perth) [10.28] : While
several memhers have complained of the in-
crease in the Estimates, my eomplaint is thag
provision has not heen made for an institu-
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tion for the treatmeni ol mental deficients.
T mentioned this last year, and the Minister
was very sympathefic.

The Minister for Lands: We are ready to
e sympathetic with all these things, if only
you will tell us how to get the money.

Mr. MANN: The member for Toodyay
(Mr. Lindsay) spoke at considerable length
of the necessity for giving children a prim-
ary education. But it is impossible to give
a child primary education if that child’s
mind is not capable of receiving it. We
would save hundreds of thousands of ponnds
later if we were able to give proper treat-
ment to the mentally deficient to-day. While
we are forward in many matters, we are
backward in this. We are the only Siate
that has not made some forward movement
in the treatment of the mental deficients.
Apart from the subsidy of the children at
the Seaforth Home, 1 am not aware of any-
thing the department is doing in this respeet.
The Minister may be able to tell us of some-
thing else that is being done. The teachers
are concerned about {he matter, and have
diseussed it annually at their conferences.
They are keen ahout taking it mp. I have
discussed it with many of them individually,
and they realise their responsibility. It
may be that the calling T followed for many
years led me into avenues where I was prob-
ably better able than most people to observe
the necessity for the treatment of mental
deficients, and the benefit that wonld be de-
rived by them and the State. It would not,
1 think, require a great amount of money at
the beginning. As the benefit was appreci-
ated, probably the Government would see the
necessity for further expenditure.  Quite
lately an international eonference has heen
sifting 1n London dealing with the matter.
Y have the report here. Tt says—

Both feeble-mindedness and dementia pre-
cox ean be detected by skilled pyschelogists in
the publie schools beforc 10 or at the outside
12 years of age. And at this age they can
be readily dealt with either by special edu-
cation or by segregation in happy farm col-
onjes and industrial wvillages, planned for
children who never grow up.

It is interesting to see the children at the
Seaforth Home, and find a boy of 15 whose
mind will never develop bevond that of a
boy of 8 or 10. These children are getting
the hest treatment that can be given to them.
hut the nnmbers are very small. Only a
limited number ean be treated there.
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Mr. Sampson: They are under a capable
man.
Mr. MANN: Yes, and under a capable
matron, These teachers are patient, and
their attention fu the childven is haviog good
results. 1t is only by frequently mentioning
this matter that ultimately some attention
will be paid to this aspeet of education. 1
was going to mention the James-street
school, which is out of date and unsuitable,

The Minister for Mines: How long has it
been out of date?

Mr. MANN: It is not large enough, It
will not hold the children who are there, for
they are scaitered around the neighbourhood
in private houses,

The Minister for Lands: It is wanted ont
in the suburbs now,

My. MANN: There are hondreds of
children there, and there is no ground for
them to move about in,

The Minister for Mines: Children are
coming in from the suburbs to the school.

Mr. MANN: Of course, because they are
receiving higher education there and are
profiting from it. If the Government were
to consider the position they might utilise
the building to better advantage for public
offices, and establish the school in a suburb
or away from the cenire of the city where
larger grounds could be obtained.  This
would be of benefit to the Government and
to the chiidren. The buildings would perhaps
be more suitable as publie offices, because
they are in touch with the eity. The sur-
roundings are not at all suitable for teaching
and for the children. We have our public
offices scattered all over the city, and it
might be possible for the Government to
coneentrate them more by using this school
building.

The Minister for Lands: Where are they
scaftered now?d

Mr. MANN: We have the Public Works
Departroent here, the Water Supply Depart-
ment there, the Stores Department in Mar-
quis-street, and so on.

The Minister for Lands: It would be the
same thing if you put them in another place.

Mr. MANN: Probably three departments
could be housed there.

The Minister for Lands: No fear.

Mr. MANXN: The school is doing wondetr-
ful work. Tt js giving advanced education
and the children are doing well, but the
building is not suitable, nor is the district.
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HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Min-
ister—Hannans—in reply) [10.35]: I am
pleased that members have accepted the Esti-
mates in su.h a generous way., They have
not given me much o reply to. The Leader
* of the Upposition brought up the question
of aceommodation for scholars at secondary
schools. He asked if 1 would make repre-
sentations io the Minister for Education or
the Director upon the subject. All requests
put np by members or suggestions made by
them will be placed before the Minister, I
agree with the member for Toodyay in the
view he has taken. 1 believe it would be the
duty of the C(overnment, if they had the
money to spend, first of all to provide
school hostels for the primary schools, be-
fore attempting to build accommodation at
secondary schools. The member for Pingelly
evidently misunderstood me with regard to
what I said about unclassified teachers. I
said it was pleasing to find that the number
of unclassified teachers was diminishing, I
recognise the splendid work done by them,
but I am glad the number is falling off. In
many instances we have often to keep schools
open where the number of scholars have
fallen below 10, by appointing an unclassi-
fied teacher to take charge. In one insfance
an unclassified teacher had three or four
children of her own, and she was sent to a
district for the purpose of keeping the school
open because sbe had these children of her
own to educate. The department is not lax
in its recognition of the unclassified teacher,
The member for Claremont asked if anything
had yet been done with regard to brown
bread. Nothing has been done, but the mat-
ter has not been lost sight of. That question
and many others dealing with the health
standpoint of the children will be taken into
consideration. The member for York wanted
to know whether 1 could tel! him the amount
of revenue received from the Narrogin farm
school. T am unable to reply to that ques-
tion. He also eomplained with regard to the
amount cbarged to teachers for board at the
Bruce Rock State Hotel. I know something
about this question. I admit that for some
time the State Hotel Depariment did give a
concession to school teachers, because there
was no other place at Bruce Roek at which
they conld get suitable accommodation. At
that time there was accommodation not being
used at the State Hotel. Things have
altered sinee then. If the informuation I
have obtained from the department is cor-
rect, there are now two or three other places
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in Bruee Itock where suitable accommodatior
is to be obtained.

Air. Latham: There is not.

Hon. S. W, MUNSIE: The hotel is ther
particularly for the travelling publie, I d¢
not see why the department should be askec
to cater for permapent boarders at less thar
the ruling rate at which they can accommo
date those who are wiliing to pay it. Tha
is not a fair propesition. 1 do not know
that private hotels give concessions to schoo.
teachers.

Mr, Latham:
boarders.

Mr. Heron: 1t costs more to go to the
State hotel for a week than it does to g¢
as a casual.

Hon. 8. W. MUNBIE: Not at Bruw
Rock. The hotels department did give con.
cessions while there was no other accommo-
dation available.

Mr. Latham: It has been given fo ecivi
servants for years,

Mr. Chesson: Why should civil servants
get concessions?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The member for
Katanning wants to know if a eertain per-
centage of those places for children who are
admitted to the high schools eannot be re-
served for the children from country dis.
triets. I believe it is correct to say that if a
child in any portion of the State passes the
examination and is oune of the first 50, irre-
spective of where he comes from he can ge
to the Modern School.

Mr. Heron: Quite correet.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: There is no neces-
sity to reserve any proportion of the places
for the country children to go to the Perth

They do for permanenl

‘Modern School.

Mr. Thomson: Children who pass the
ordinary examination in Perth ean also go
to the Modern School.

Mr. Heron: You are not right there.
They have to take their junior first.

Hon, 5. W. MUNSIE : There are children
in the metropolitan area who pass the exam-
ination but are not amongst the first 50, and
there are children from the country district:
who go to the Modern School because they
are amongst the first 50. The regulations
provide that any children within the next
100 zo to the nearest hich sechool. They are
first-class reenlations. Why should we build
secondary schools in country distriets if
everyone who is entitled to a secondary edu-
cation wants to go to Perth? There would
he no incentive to build high schools in the
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country if that were so. There are children
from the metropolitan area who go from
some of the secondary schools to the country.

Mr. Latham: Some city children are at-
tending the bigh school at Bunbury now.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: That is so. The
hon. member also drew attention to the in-
crease in the expenditure for the Albany
High School. There is, however, no real in-
erease in this year's expenditure over last
year's, Tle anparent difference is due to the
faet that in the last financial year the school
was npot opened until the 6th February, The
seemine incerease for the current finanecial
year represents merely the salary paymenbts
for the full 12 months. Had the school been
open for the full year 1924-25 the expendi-
tnre would bave been exactly the same as
that now estimated. The member for Fre-
mantle referred to dental treatment of school
children, a matter that comes under the
Medical rather than the FEducation Vote.
However, I agree with the hon. member that
it would advantace the State even to spend
less money on education and more money on
caring for the health of children during
schoo! aze. I was under a misapprehension
as to the free dental treatment.available for
children: it is obtainable only at the Public
Health Depariment in Perth. There is. how-
ever, free medical treatment of schoo! chil-
dren at all public hospitals and Government
hospitals throughout the State. Parents re-
sident in the metropolitan area are asked to
send their children to the Children’s Hospital,
but children are also treated at all other hos-
pitals, as I have mentioned. <Tbe Public
Health Department have issued tens of thous-
ands of pamphlets urging parents fo take
note of the medical examinations made in
schools. Attention is drawn to lhe detri-
ment suffered by children from an eduea-
tionnl standpoint if they are permitted to
continue to be under a defeet that is curable.
The pamphlet ends thus—

You are asked to fil] in the upper portion
of the accompanying report fully and return
it to the school as early as possible. All infor-
mation i regarded by the derartment as strictly
confidential. The medical officer is glad to
interview at the school any parents who desire
it. The medical off cer will also be pleased to
give to Parents’ and Citizens’ Associations a
lecture on health of children, illustrated by
lantern slides.

The department have gone to that expense.

Join your Pareats’ and Citizens’ Associa-
tion, ‘‘Many hands make light work '’
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The member for Perth wanted to know what
was being done as {o education and treat-
ment of mental defectives. Here, again, 1
have to admit that bui slaw progress is be-
ing made., However, since the Estimates
came before Parliament I have agreed to the
appointment of a qunalified psychologist.
There is going to be established in this State
a psychnlogical department, and I know this
means that before long a vote will be needed
for the treaiment of children.

Mr. Mann: 1t is a step in the right direc-
tion.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, but these
things have to come slowly. I bave apgreed
to the proposal and I believe that in last
week’s “Government Gazette” there appeared
& notice ealling for applications for a psy-
chologist for Western Australia.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is that position
provided for on the Estimates?

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: Yes. Therefore we
have done something, even if it is only a
small thing. 1 eonsider we have accom-
plished as much as could reasonably be ex-
pected dunring the time we have been in
office, and allowing for the opportunities we
have had to make the necessary inquiries.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.53 p.m.




